
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Agenda 

April 13, 2020 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

1.   CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

 

 Mayor Mary Jane Canose 

 Council Member John Donahue 

 Council Member Jeffrey Hammond 

 Council Member Jena McCredie 

 Council Member Chad McQueen 

 Council Member Thomas O’Dea 

 Council Member Christine Zamarra 

 

 
2.   STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER 

 

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News, Courier News and the 

Star Ledger, filed with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board 

on January 3, 2020. 

 

 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 

 

4.   PRESENTATIONS  

  

 4A.  Comcast Municipal Consent Renewal Public Hearing 

 

  

 

 

5.    OPEN SESSION 

 
At this point in the meeting, the Mayor & Council welcome comments from any member of the public.  To 

help facilitate an orderly meeting and to permit the opportunity for anyone who wishes to be heard, speakers 

shall limit their comments to 3 minutes.  If reading from a prepared statement, please provide a copy and 

email a copy to the Clerk's Office after making your comments so it may be properly reflected in the minutes. 

 

 

6.   ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
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6A. ORDINANCES (Public Hearing)  

 

None 

 

 
 ORDINANCES (Introduction)  

 
None  

 

 
 

6B.   RESOLUTIONS 

 

 #20-112  AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

#20-113  APPROVING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS 

 

#20-114  AUTHORIZING ROUTE 202 TREE PLANTING 

 

#20-115  APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY 

 

#20-116  AUTHORIZING PERMISSION TO USE GRAVEL LOT AREA  

ACROSS FROM BOROUGH HALL 
 

#20-117  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, 

COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY IN SUPPORT OF A 

MOBILE COVID-19 TESTING FACILITY WITHIN SOMERSET 

COUNTY 

 

#20-118  EXTENDING GRACE PERIOD FOR SEWER FEES  

 

#20-119  APPROVING THE INSTALLATION OF SEVEN NEW FIRE 

HYDRANTS IN TWIN LAKES, MINE BROOK ROAD, AND 

CRESTVIEW DRIVE AS PART OF NJ AMERICAN WATER 

COMPANY’S WATER MAIN INSTALLATION PROJECT 

 

#20-120  RESOLUTION TO CANCEL BOND ORDINANCE 2020-1836 

IN THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND 

 

 #20-121 GRANTING RENT HOLIDAY TO SUMMIT MEDICAL GROUP 
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#20-122 ALLOWING TEMPORARY “OPEN” SIGNS DURING COVID-19 

EMERGENCY 

 

 #20-123  AUTHORIZING PERMISSION TO CRJ CONTRACTING TO USE  

LOCUST DRIVE CUL DE SAC WHILE THEY WORK ON THE NJ 

AMERICAN WATER MAIN INSTALLATION PROJECT 

 
I move to adopt Resolutions #20-112 to #20-123: 

 

Second:  

   Roll call vote: 

 

 

6C.  Request from Hardship Exemption for Road Moratorium for Street Opening  

-23 Highview Avenue 

 

6D. Request from Bernards Township Regional Chamber of Commerce to Help the 

Business Community  

 

6E. 271 Mine Brook Road Subdivision    

 

6F.  Mayor’s Update 

  

6G.  Correspondence 

 

  6G (1).  2020 Bike MS: Country Challenge 

 

6H.  Unfinished Business  

 

6I.  New Business 

 

 

 

7.    CLOSED SESSION 

 

Council Member ____________ moves, to adjourn to an executive session to consider:  

 

Personnel Matters 

 
 (Collective Bargaining, Contract negotiations, Personnel Matters, Pending or Anticipated Litigation, 

Property Acquisition, Attorney/Client Privilege), and that the time when and circumstances under 

which the matter can be disclosed to the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.   

 

 



Borough Council Agenda – Page 4               April 13, 2020 

 

 

 Second:  

 Voice Vote: 

 

 

8.  REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                         041320ag 



RESOLVED, that the list of bills, copies attached hereto, 

are hereby approved for payment.

01 State & Federal Grants 528.00$                                              

04 Escrow 3,003.50$                                           

06 Outside Employment -$                                                    

10 Current Fund 333,826.13$                                       

19 Other Trusts 4,873.04$                                           

20 Payroll 269,552.74$                                      

33 Capital Fund 27,493.76$                                         

40 Sewer Utility Fund 51,986.57$                                         

55 Sewer Capital 1,757.50$                                            

70 COAH Trust 5,857.30$                                           

71 Fire Prevention Trust -$                                                    

72 Open Space Trust 11,385.54$                                          

73 Police Law Enforcement -$                                                    

74 Public Defender Trust -$                                                    

85 Recreation Trust -$                                                    

TOTAL 710,264.08$                                    

I, Anthony J. Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, herby 

certify the forgoing to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by

the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting held on April 13, 2020.

RESOLUTION 20-112

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 





























CURRENT FUND:

Account Number Description Debit Credit

10-190-0700-0000 AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION 2,035,500.00$        

SEE ATTACHED LIST 2,035,500.00$         

-$                          -$                          

TOTALS 2,035,500.00$        2,035,500.00$         

40-192-0110-1000 SEWER USER FEES 290,000.00$           

400-C00-0101-0100 SEWER - S&W -$                          140,000.00$             

40-C00-0101-0200 SEWER - OE -$                          140,000.00$             
40-C00-0107-3001 SEWER - SOCIAL SECURITY -$                          10,000.00$               

290,000.00$           290,000.00$            

Anthony Suriano

Borough Clerk

I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville in the County of Somerset in the State of New

Countil of the Borough of Bernardsville in the County of Somerset in the State of New Jersey on April 13, 2020

Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct and true copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough 

RESOLUTION# 20-113

APPROVING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS

WHEREAS, it has been determined that certain appropriations excluded from the temporary budget calculations

will be needed prior to the adoption of the final budget,

Somerset, that the following emergency temporary appropriations be approved:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, County of



RESOLUTION #20-114

AUTHORIZING ROUTE 202 TREE PLANTING  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville to authorize the

expenditure of funds not to exceed $30,000 for Route 202 tree planting between Meadowbrook

Farm at Old Quarry Road and the Bernardsville Firehouse, as discussed in a memo by the Public

Works Manager dated March 18, 2020.  

FURTHER RESOLVED, adequate funds are available in the Shade Tree Trust Fund (#19-285-

0500-4001).

__________________________

Ralph A. Maresca, Jr., CFO

I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a

true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting

held April 13, 2020.

____________________

shade-tree-planting



RESOLUTION #20-115

APPROVING MEMBERSHIP IN THE FIRE COMPANY

BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville to approve a

membership application to the Bernardsville Fire Company for the following:

Robert Raggi

41 Mine Avenue

Bernardsville, NJ 07924

I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a

true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting

held on April 13, 2020.

                                                      
\resolution\fireco-member



RESOLUTION #20-116 

 

AUTHORIZING PERMISSION TO USE GRAVEL LOT AREA  

ACROSS FROM BOROUGH HALL 

 
WHEREAS, the Project Manager has received a request from Crossroads Construction LLC to 

store vehicles and/or equipment at the gravel lot area across from Borough Hall from April 20, 

2020 to June 15, 2020 while they work on the Borough’s Hull/Lindabury Road Reconstruction 

project. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council to authorize permission to 

use the gravel lot area across from Borough Hall pursuant to the following conditions: 

 

• Crossroads Construction LLC must submit a hold harmless agreement and certificate of 

insurance naming the Borough of Bernardsville as additional insured (with limits as 

required by the JIF) 

 

• The dates for use are April 20, 2020 to June 15, 2020.   

 

• After use is complete, the gravel lot across from Borough Hall must be restored to its pre-

use condition or better. 

 

 

I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing 

to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened 

meeting held on April 13, 2020. 

         

____________________________ 



 

RESOLUTION #20-117 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW 

JERSEY IN SUPPORT OF A MOBILE COVID-19 TESTING FACILITY WITHIN SOMERSET 

COUNTY  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Bernardsville, in the County of Somerset, New Jersey (the 

“Borough”), a public body corporate and politic of the State of New Jersey (the “State”), is facing a health 

crisis related to the spread and treatment of the  COVID-19 virus, and 

 

WHEREAS, in order to assist in the combat of the spread of the COVID-19 virus the performances 

of tests to help identify infected individuals is necessary, and 

 

WHEREAS, several other counties within the State have established mobile drive thru testing sites 

for the benefit of their residents, and 

 

WHEREAS, the County of Somerset in conjunction with the County of Hunterdon desires to 

establish and operate a mobile testing site for their residents, and  

 

WHEREAS, the County of Somerset has identified Raritan Valley Community College as a 

suitable location for the mobile testing facility; and  

 

WHEREAS, the County of Somerset and the County of Hunterdon have agreed to share the costs 

and responsibility for the staffing and operation of the facility; and 

 
WHEREAS, in order to establish and operate the mobile testing facility certain equipment 

including personnel protective equipment and testing kits are necessary for the operation of the facility; and 

 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey in conjunction with the United States of America possess 

the authority and ability to provide the necessary equipment needed for the establishment and operation of 

the mobile testing facility; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Council requests that the State provide the needed resources.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE 

BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, NEW JERSEY AS FOLLOWS: 

 
Section 1. The Municipal Council of the Borough of Bernardsville hereby expresses its 

support of a mobile testing facility for COVID-19 in Somerset County and urges the Governor of the State 

of New Jersey, the New Jersey Legislature and Members of Congress to act expeditiously and without haste 

to provide the necessary resources to the County of Somerset and the County of Hunterdon. 

 

 

I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a 

true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting held 

April 13, 2020.         

       

             

 



BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

RESOLUTION #20-118       

EXTENDING GRACE PERIOD FOR  SEWER USER FEES

WHEREAS, Borough Code §16-1.5 provides that “[sewer] user charges shall be due and

payable twice annually on April 15 and October 15 of each year”; and 

WHEREAS, that Code section goes on to provide that “all rates, fees and charges that

are not paid when due shall draw interest on the unpaid balance in the same manner as real estate

taxes . . . ”; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 emergency, payment of sewer user fees by the

April 15 deadline may constitute a hardship for some residents;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of

Bernardsville, in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. There is hereby established a grace period for the payment of the April 15 sewer user

fee installment which shall extend through July 15, 2020.

2. Interest shall be charged back to April 15, 2020 for all payments made after the grace

period ends on July 15, 2020.

3.   Automatic payments for first half sewer fees in 2020 will be withdrawn on July 1,

2020.

I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing

to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Governing Body at a duly convened

meeting held Monday, April 13, 2020.

                                                           

Anthony Suriano, Clerk



RESOLUTION #20-119

APPROVING THE INSTALLATION OF SEVEN NEW FIRE HYDRANTS IN TWIN

LAKES, MINE BROOK ROAD, AND CRESTVIEW DRIVE AS PART OF NJ

AMERICAN WATER COMPANY’S WATER MAIN INSTALLATION PROJECT

WHEREAS, NJ American Water Company is in the process of completing work to replace old

water mains in Twin Lakes, new water mains along Route 202 from Mount Harmony Road to

Crestview Drive, and installing a main on Crestview Drive from Route 202 to an existing water

main that extends from Laurelwood Drive to the Crestview Drive Cul De Sac; and

WHEREAS, the Public Works Manager and Fire Chief recommend seven fire hydrants as

follows: 1) Mountain Avenue at Lakeview Drive, 2) Eastern Avenue at Lakeview Drive, 3)

Lindabury Avenue at Route 202, 4) 321 Mine Brook Road - Presbyterian Church, 5) 260 Mine

Brook Road - Meadowbrook Farm, 6) Crestview Drive at Route 202, 7) 34/42 Crestview Drive;

and 

WHEREAS, New Jersey American Water Company will install fire hydrants pursuant to a

written request from a municipality.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of

Bernardsville to approve the installation of seven fire hydrants as noted above as part of NJ

American Water Company’s Water Main Installation Project.

I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a

true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting

held April 13, 2020.

________________________________________

HYDRANTS.RES



RESOLUTION 20-120 

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL BOND ORDINANCE 2020-1836 

IN THE GENERAL CAPITAL FUND 

 

 
WHEREAS, due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the Borough of Bernardsville needs to reevaluate 
the Capital Plan for the 2020 Budget Year, and 
 
WHEREAS, it has been determined that it is in the best interest of the Borough to reduce the Borough’s 
capital liabilities for the current year; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Finance Committee has determined that it is in the best interest of the Borough to 
postpone the projects listed in Bond Ordinance 2020-1836; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville that the 
following ordinances be cancelled to the following accounts as follows: 
 
ORDINANCE #      TITLE   AMOUNT CANCELLED TO: 
2020-1836  Various Improvements $ 915,000 Deferred Charged to Future Taxation –  
        Unfunded 
2020-1836  Various Improvements $   45,000 Capital Fund Balance 
 
I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a 
true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting held 
April 13, 2020. 
 
 
              
          
 
 



BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

RESOLUTION #20- 121      

GRANTING RENT HOLIDAY TO SUMMIT MEDICAL GROUP

WHEREAS, the Summit Medical Group occupies suite 102 in the lower level of the

Library pursuant to a lease which extends through July 1, 2020, with a three-year renewal option;

and 

WHEREAS, Summit Medical Group has requested, a three-month “rent holiday” to help

it get through the COVID-19 emergency; and 

WHEREAS, Summit Medical Group has indicated that they are willing to extend the end

date of its lease for 90 days if the Borough grants this relief; and

WHEREAS, Borough Facilities Manager Doug Walker has recommended giving

Summit Medical Group a “rent holiday” because Summit Medical Group has been an “excellent

tenant”;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of

Bernardsville, in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. Summit Medical Group is hereby granted a “rent holiday” and rent for suite 102 in the

lower level of the library is hereby abated for three months from April 1, 2020 through June 30,

2020.

2. The payment of all such rent and other charges due under the lease will resume on

July 1, 2020.

3. The term of the lease is hereby extended for 90 days through October 1, 2021.

4. In all other respects, the lease between the Borough and Summit Medical Group shall

remain in full force and effect.



I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing

to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Governing Body at a duly convened

meeting held Monday, April 13, 2020.

                                                           

Anthony Suriano, Clerk



BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE

RESOLUTION #20-122       

ALLOWING TEMPORARY “OPEN” SIGNS DURING COVID-19 EMERGENCY

WHEREAS, the Bernards Township Regional Chamber of Commerce in a March 30,

2020 letter, requested that the Borough waive its signage laws to allow businesses that are open

per Governor Murphy’s Executive Orders to put up street signs alerting the public that they are

open; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body recognizes that local businesses are having a difficult

time during the COVID-19 emergency and wishes to help those businesses survive and prosper;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Borough of

Bernardsville, in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, as follows:

1. Businesses that are permitted to remain open pursuant to Governor Phil Murphy’s

Executive Orders and orders of the County and Borough Offices of Emergency Management may

place temporary “open” signs in front of their businesses during the COVID-19 emergency, as

long as such signs do not interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic and do not present a safety

hazard.

2. All such signs shall be removed immediately when Governor Murphy allows all

businesses to reopen.

I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing

to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Governing Body at a duly convened

meeting held Monday, April 13, 2020.

                                                           

Anthony Suriano, Clerk



RESOLUTION #20-123 

 

AUTHORIZING PERMISSION TO CRJ CONTRACTING TO USE  

LOCUST DRIVE CUL DE SAC WHILE THEY WORK ON THE NJ AMERICAN 

WATER MAIN INSTALLATION PROJECT 

 

 
WHEREAS, the Public Works Manager has received a request from CRJ Contracting to use the 

Locust Drive Cul De Sac while they work on the NJ American Water - water main installation 

project along Childs Road, Mullens Lane, Old Army Road and Oak Ridge Road as follows: 

 

1) store some materials (Pipe & Fittings) along with Rubber Tire Equipment (Service Truck 

/ Loader, etc.) 

2) stock pile some stone (no dirt) 

3) excavated spoils will be removed daily 

4) store vehicles and/or equipment 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council to authorize permission to 

use the Locust Drive Cul De Sac pursuant to the following conditions: 

 

• CRJ Contracting must submit a hold harmless agreement and certificate of insurance 

naming the Borough of Bernardsville as additional insured (with limits as required by the 

JIF) 

 

• The dates for use are April 13, 2020 to July 10, 2020.   

 

• After use is complete, the Locust Drive Cul De Sac must be restored to its pre-use 

condition or better. 

 

 

I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing 

to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened 

meeting held on April 13, 2020. 

         

____________________________ 




