
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 

Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Agenda 

January 23, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

1.   CALL MEETING TO ORDER  

 

 Mayor Mary Jane Canose 

 Council Member Jay Ambelang 

Council Member Diane Greenfield 

 Council Member Jena McCredie 

 Council Member Chad McQueen 

 Council Member Al Ribeiro 

 Council Member Christine Zamarra 

 

 

2.   STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER 

 

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News and Courier News, filed 

with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 15, 

2022. 

 

 

3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

 

4.   PRESENTATIONS  

 

  

 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 December 12, 2022, December 27, 2022, January 3, 2023, and January 9, 2023 

 

Motion: 

Second: 

Voice Vote: 

 

 

6.    OPEN SESSION (FOR ITEMS NOT LISTED FOR A PUBLIC HEARING) 

 

 
To make a comment or ask a question during the meeting, please raise your hand using one of the following 

alternatives:  
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1. Windows or Mac platform: Click on “Participants” at the bottom of the screen, then click on “raise 

hand.” (Windows shortcut: Alt+Y; Mac shortcut: Option+Y).  

 
2. Android or iOS device: Click on “raise hand” in the bottom left corner of your screen.  

 

3. Telephone: Press *9.  

The host will be notified that you have raised your hand. When it is your turn to speak, you may be 

prompted to unmute yourself. While unmuted, your profile picture and name will be displayed to the host 

and panelists (or a portion of your phone number if participating by telephone) but you will not be visible.  

 

In lieu of speaking at the meeting, members of the public may email their questions or comments to the Borough 

Clerk at asuriano@bernardsvilleboro.org. Written questions or comments must be submitted by noon the 

Wednesday preceding the meeting.   

 

Spoken comments will be limited to three minutes per speaker. Any written questions or comments received prior 

to noon on the Wednesday preceding the meeting will be read or summarized on the record after all spoken 

comments have been made.  

 

Comments unrelated to a governmental issue, or comments containing offensive, profane or indecent language or 

language constituting hate speech, will not be accepted.  

 

If providing a comment or asking a question in writing, include your name, address, and the subject of your 

comment or question.  

 

Please note that the “chat” and “Q&A” functions will be disabled during the meeting. 

 

 

7.   ORDINANCES (Public Hearing)  
 Spoken comments will be limited to three minutes per speaker. 

 

Mayor to open public hearing on Ordinance #2023-1941, ADJUSTING THE 

ZONE DISTRICT BOUNDARY LINE WHICH BISECTS PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 477-1 MINE BROOK ROAD (BLOCK 28, LOT 46.01) 

 

Mayor to close public hearing 

 

I move to pass Ordinance #2023-1941 on final reading and adopt as published: 

  

Second: 

 Roll call vote: 

 

 

Mayor to open public hearing on Ordinance #2023-1942, ADJUSTING THE 

ZONE DISTRICT BOUNDARY LINE WHICH BISECTS PROPERTY 

LOCATED AT 70 STONEFENCE ROAD (BLOCK 23, LOT 15)  

 

Mayor to close public hearing 
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I move to continue the public hearing on Ordinance #2023-1942 to February 13, 2023 at 

7:00pm (awaiting Planning Board recommendation) 

  

Second: 

 Roll call vote: 

 

 

Mayor to open public hearing on Ordinance #2023-1943, ORDINANCE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE 

ACQUISITION BY PURCHASE OR CONDEMNATION OF THE REAL 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 210 NORTH FINLEY AVENUE WHICH CONSISTS 

OF A PORTION OF BLOCK 125, LOT 25, BERNARDSVILLE, NEW JERSEY 

NOW OWNED BY ALTOMARE REALTY, LLC 

 

Mayor to close public hearing 

 

I move to pass Ordinance #2023-1943 on final reading and adopt as published: 

  

Second: 

 Roll call vote: 

 

 

Mayor to open public hearing on Ordinance #2023-1944, CONCERNING SEWER 

CONNECTION FEES AND SEWER USER RATES AND ALLOCATION AND 

AMENDING CHAPTER XVI OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “SEWER 

REGULATIONS” 

 

Mayor to close public hearing 

 

I move to pass Ordinance #2023-1944 on final reading and adopt as published: 

  

Second: 

 Roll call vote: 

 

 

 ORDINANCES (Introduction)  

 

I move that Ordinance #2023-1945, CALENDAR YEAR 2023 ORDINANCE TO 

EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO 

ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14), be introduced by title, passed on 

first reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a 

meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday February 13, 2023. 
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Second: 

 Voice Vote: 

 

 

I move that Ordinance #2023-1946, ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF SIDEWALKS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 

BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AND 

APPROPRIATING $250,000 THEREFOR CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF 

GRANTS FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 

be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published according to law, and that a 

public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday February 13, 

2023. 

 

Second: 

 Voice Vote: 

 

 

I move that Ordinance #2023-1947, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE 

BOROUGH EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR AND 

AMENDING CHAPTER 2 OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED 

“ADMINISTRATION”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading, published 

according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting beginning at 7:00 

p.m., Monday February 13, 2023. 

 

Second: 

 Voice Vote: 

 

 

I move that Ordinance #2023-1948, AMENDING SECTION 11-4 OF THE 

BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF 

PROPERTIES PENDING FORECLOSURE” TO BRING IT INTO 

COMPLIANCE WITH P.L. 2021, c. 444, be introduced by title, passed on first 

reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting 

beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday February 13, 2023. 

 

Second: 

 Voice Vote: 

 

 

I move that Ordinance #2023-1949, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING 

BACKGROUND CHECKS REQUIRED OF CERTAIN BOROUGH OFFICERS 

AND EMPLOYEES AND AMENDING CHAPTER 2 OF THE BOROUGH CODE 

ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”, be introduced by title, passed on first reading,  
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published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting 

beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday February 13, 2023. 

 

Second: 

 Voice Vote: 

 

 

I move that Ordinance #2023-1950, AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING 

CERTIFICATES OF INSPECTION FOR RESIDENTIAL RENTALS 

PROPERTIES AND AMENDING CHAPTER XI OF THE BOROUGH CODE 

ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE”, be introduced by title, passed on first 

reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting 

beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday February 13, 2023. 

 

Second: 

 Voice Vote: 

 

 

I move that Ordinance #2023-1951, REORGANIZING BOROUGH ADVISORY 

COMMITTEES AND AMENDING ARTICLE V ENTITLED “BOARDS, 

COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS” IN CHAPTER 2 OF THE BOROUGH 

CODE ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”, be introduced by title, passed on first 

reading, published according to law, and that a public hearing be scheduled for a meeting 

beginning at 7:00 p.m., Monday February 13, 2023. 

 

Second: 

 Voice Vote: 

   

 

8.     RESOLUTIONS 

 

 #23-31  AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS  

 

#23-32  AUTHORIZING REFUND OF STORMWATER ESCROW 

ACCOUNT 04-280-7001-0100 FOR SOMERSET HILLS COUNTRY 

CLUB FOR 180 MINE MOUNT RD. 

 

#23-33 INCREASING THE BID THRESHOLD TO $44,000.00 AND 

QUOTE THRESHOLD TO $6,600 

 

#23-34  AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 

THE SOMERSET HILLS MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE AND YOUTH  
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SERVICES COMMISSION (SHMAYSC) GRANT FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2024 

 

#23-35  CORRECTING THE GRADE OF PATROLMAN COLE 

RHINESMITH AND PATROLMAN ANDREW DEMAIO 

 

#23-36 AUTHORIZATION OF TAX REFUND 

 

#23-37 AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR 

DMHAS GRANT FUNDING FOR THE SOMERSET HILLS 

MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE AND YOUTH SERVICES 

COMMISSION (SHMAYSC) FOR GRANT TERM TWO:  9/1/23 – 

9/30/25 

 

#23-38  AUTHORIZING THE PROVISION OF A LOAN PURSUANT TO 

THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE AFFORDABILITY 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR THE OWNER OF AN 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNIT LOCATED AT 

                        17 E FOX HOLLOW TRAIL, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 07924 

 

#23-39  AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT   

WITH SUBURBAN ENGINEERING, INC. FOR ENGINEERING 

SERVICES FOR DESIGN OF A CONCEPT PARKING PLAN AND 

NEW ACCESS TO MINE BROOK ROAD FROM 271 MINE 

BROOK ROAD 

 

#23-40  AUTHORIZING PERMISSION TO USE GRAVEL LOT AREA  

ACROSS FROM BOROUGH HALL 

 

#23-41  ESTABLISHING PRELIMINARY COSTS FOR AN ENGINEERING 

STUDY OF A SEWER LINE EXTENSION FOR 65 MORRISTOWN 

ROAD 

 

   I move that resolutions #23-31 to #23-41 be adopted:    

    

Second: 

   Roll call vote: 

 

 

 

   9.  REPORTS 

 

 9A.  Mayor’s Update 



Mayor & Council Agenda – Page Seven             January 23, 2023 

 

 

 9B. Administrator’s Report 

 

• ACCEPTING DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS 

 

Animal Control (Annual) 

Capital/Engineering Project Management (January) 

Construction (December) 

Facilities/Public Works (December) 

Zoning Applications (December) 

Zoning Enforcement/Violations (December) 

Rental Inspections (December) 

Tax & Sewer (December) 

   

Motion:   

Second: 

Voice Vote: 

 

 9C.   Municipal Attorney 

 

 9D.   Council Public Safety Committee 

 

 9E.   Council Finance Committee 

 

 9F.  Council Organization Development and Personnel Committee 

 

 9G.   Council Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee 

 

 9H. Land Use Committee   

 

 9I.   Other committee/commission reports 

 

  9I1.  Council Liaison Reports  

 

 

10.   ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

 

10A.  Sign Request from The Bonafides of Somerset Hills 

 

10B. Appointments  

 

10B(1).   HPAC Members – Mayor’s Appointment 
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10B(2).   Housing/Property Maintenance/Zoning Compliance Advisory 

Committee Members– Mayor’s Appointment with Council 

Consent 

 

  I move to confirm the appointments of the Mayor to the 

Housing/Property Maintenance/Zoning Compliance Advisory 

Committee: 

    

Second: 

    Roll call vote: 

 

10B(3). Council Liaison to Housing/Property Maintenance/Zoning 

Compliance Advisory Committee – Council Appointment 

 

 I move to appoint Diane Greenfield as Council Liaison to the 

Housing/Property Maintenance/Zoning Compliance Advisory 

Committee 

 

Second: 

    Roll call vote: 

 

10C.  Agreement between Borough of Bernardsville and Lowrie Auto Body for vehicles 

to park at 65 Morristown Road 

 

10D. Correspondence 

 

 10D (1).   Letter from Kathy Sisto 

 

 10D (2). Letter from Robert Richardson 

  

 

10E. Unfinished Business 

 

 10E (1).  Establishing Council Meeting Protocols (Zoom) 

 

 

10F. New Business 

 

    

11.  OPEN SESSION (FOR ITEMS NOT LISTED FOR A PUBLIC HEARING) 

 

See instructions in #6 first open session 
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12.    CLOSED SESSION 

 

 

Council Member ____________ moves, to adjourn to an executive session to consider:  

 

Contract Negotiations 

 
(Collective Bargaining, Contract negotiations, Personnel Matters, Pending or Anticipated Litigation, 

Property Acquisition, Attorney/Client Privilege), and that the time when and circumstances under 

which the matter can be disclosed to the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.   

 

Seconded:  

 Vote: 

 

 

13.  REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                                                            
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BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE #2023-1941 

ADJUSTING THE ZONE DISTRICT BOUNDARY LINE WHICH BISECTS 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 477-1 MINE BROOK ROAD (BLOCK 28, LOT 46.01) 

WHEREAS, the vacant property located at 477-1 Mine Brook Road, and known as 

Block 28, Lot 46.01 on the Borough tax maps, is located partially in the R-1 residential district 

and partially in the R-2 residential district as a result of a 1980 subdivision; and 

WHEREAS, split lot zoning like this can result in a hardship to the property owner 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of 

Bernardsville in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Chapter 12 of the Borough 

Land Use Code Entitled “Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 1.   Section LD 12-2.2 entitled "Zoning Map" is supplemented and amended by 

adding a new subparagraph "14" to paragraph “a” entitled "Zoning Map Amendments" which 

reads as follows: 

“14.   The Zoning Map is amended to change the boundary line between zone 

district R-1 and R-2 so that all of Block 28, Lot 46.01 is zoned R-2 residential.” 

Section 2.  Any or all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with 

any of the terms hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or 

inconsistent. 

Section 3.  In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held invalid 

in any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section or 

provision of this ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared invalid 

shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 
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 Section 4.  This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and 

publication as required by law. 

      COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

      BERNARDSVILLE IN THE COUNTY 

ATTEST:     OF SOMERSET 

 

 

                                                       By: __________________________                    

Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk          Mary Jane Canose, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Reading and Introduction: _____________________ 

1st Publication:_________________________________ 

Referral to Planning Board: ______________________ 

Notice to County Planning Board Prior to Adoption:________________________ 

Notice to Clerks of Adjoining Municipalities (if required):____________________ 

Notice to Affected Property Owners (if required): ___________________________ 

2nd Reading and Adoption: ________________________ 

2nd Publication: _________________________________ 

Filing with Assessor: __________________________ 

Filing with County Planning Board: ________________ 
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BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH 

 ORDINANCE #2023-1942 

 

ADJUSTING THE ZONE DISTRICT BOUNDARY LINE WHICH BISECTS 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 70 STONEFENCE ROAD (BLOCK 23, LOT 15)  

 

 

 WHEREAS, the property located at 70 Stonefence Road, and known as Block 23, Lot 15 

on the Borough tax maps, is located partially in the R-1 residential district and partially in the R-

2 residential district; and 

 WHEREAS, split lot zoning like this can result in a hardship to the property owner 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of 

Bernardsville in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Chapter 12 of the Borough 

Land Use Code Entitled “Zoning” is hereby amended as follows: 

 Section 1.   Section LD 12-2.2 entitled "Zoning Map" is supplemented and amended by 

adding a new subparagraph "15" to paragraph “a” entitled "Zoning Map Amendments" which 

reads as follows: 

“15.   The Zoning Map is amended to change the boundary line between zone 

district R-1 and R-2 so that all of Block 23, Lot 15 is zoned R-2 residential.” 

 

 Section 2.  Any or all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with 

any of the terms hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or 

inconsistent. 

 Section 3.  In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held invalid 

in any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section or 

provision of this ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared invalid 

shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 
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 Section 4.  This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and 

publication as required by law. 

      COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

      BERNARDSVILLE IN THE COUNTY 

ATTEST:     OF SOMERSET 

 

 

                                                       By: __________________________                    

Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk          Mary Jane Canose, Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Reading and Introduction: _____________________ 

1st Publication:_________________________________ 

Referral to Planning Board: ______________________ 

Notice to County Planning Board Prior to Adoption:________________________ 

Notice to Clerks of Adjoining Municipalities (if required):____________________ 

Notice to Affected Property Owners (if required): ___________________________ 

2nd Reading and Adoption: ________________________ 

2nd Publication: _________________________________ 

Filing with Assessor: __________________________ 

Filing with County Planning Board: ________________ 



Borough of Bernardsville
Ordinance #2023-1943







ORDINANCE #2023-1944 

CONCERNING SEWER CONNECTION FEES AND SEWER USER RATES 

AND ALLOCATION AND AMENDING CHAPTER XVI 

OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “SEWER REGULATIONS” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, in the County of Somerset, New 

Jersey that section 16-1 entitled “Rates, Fees and Charges for Use of Sewerage System” in Chapter XVI 

of the Borough Code entitled “Sewer Regulations” is hereby amended as follows: 

 

Section 1. Subsection 16-1.4 entitled “User Charge” is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

  16-1.4 User Charge.  The following user fees are hereby established for annual use of the 

Sewerage System commencing January 1, 2023: 

  

 a.   A minimum annual user fee shall be charged for each residential and nonresidential 

connection in the amount of $345.00 

 

 b.   Included within each user fee shall be a facility fee of $345.00 for each connection plus a 

water use component of $500.00 for each service unit or additional part thereof 

prorated.  

  

  In all other respects, subsection 16-1.4 shall remain unchanged. 

 

Section 2. Subsection 16-1.3 entitled “Connection Fees” is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

  16-1.3 Connection Fees.  The following connection fees are hereby established for any direct 

or indirect connection to the Sewerage System commencing January 1, 2023: 

 

  a.   The connection fee for residential and nonresidential use shall be $7,200.00 

  for each service unit. 

 

  In all other respects, subsection 16-1.3 shall remain unchanged. 

 

Section 3. Any or all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with any of the terms 

hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or inconsistent. 

 

Section 4. In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held invalid in any court of 

competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section or provision of this 

ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared invalid shall be 

inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 

Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and publication as 

required by law. 

Attest:        

__________________________   ________________________________ 

Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk  Mary Jane Canose, Mayor 

 

Introduced:   

Published:  

Adopted: 

Published:         sewerfee.ord 



ORDINANCE #2023-1945 

CALENDAR YEAR 2023 

ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS 

AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of 

its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% or the cost of living 

adjustment, whichever is less, unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s 

final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, 

appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate 

as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville in the County of Somerset finds it may be 

advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2023 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final 

appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville hereby determines at that 3.5% increase in 

the budget for said year, amounting to $117,584.98 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise 

permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary (Allowable Cost of Living 

Adjustment of 2.5% for 2023); and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville hereby determines that any amount 

authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception 

to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, in the 

County of Somerset, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively 

concurring, that, in the CY 2023 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Bernardsville shall, in 

accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased to no more than 3.5%, amounting to 

$411,547.43, and that the CY 2023 municipal budget for the Borough of Bernardsville be approved and 

adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of 

the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding 

years; and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded 

vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

 

Attest:            Mayor 

 

Introduced: 

Published: 

Adopted: 

Published: 



ORDINANCE #2023-1946 

ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT 

OF SIDEWALKS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 

BERNARDSVILLE, IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, 

NEW JERSEY, AND APPROPRIATING $250,000 

THEREFOR CONSTITUTING PROCEEDS OF GRANTS 

FROM THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, 

IN THE COUNTY OF SOMERSET, NEW JERSEY, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. The improvement described in Section 2 of this ordinance is hereby authorized as a general 

improvement to be made or acquired by the Borough of Bernardsville, New Jersey, and there is hereby 

appropriated therefor the aggregate sum of $250,000 constituting moneys received or expected to be 

received by the Borough from the New Jersey Department of Transportation as grants-in-aid of financing 

said improvement. 

 

Section 2. The improvement hereby authorized and the purpose for the financing of which the appropriation 

is made as provided in Section 1 of this ordinance is the improvement of sidewalks on West Street and 

Boylan Terrace in and by the Borough, including the construction or reconstruction thereof, equipment, site 

work, structures, work, materials and other expenses necessary therefor or incidental thereto, all as shown 

on and in accordance with the plans and specifications therefor on file or to be filed in the office of the 

Borough Clerk and hereby approved. 

 

Section 3. The capital budget or temporary capital budget of the Borough is hereby amended to conform 

with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency herewith and the resolutions 

promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing all detail of the amended capital budget or temporary 

capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, 

are on file with the Borough Clerk and are available for public inspection. 

 

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect after publication after final passage as provided by law. 

 

 

ATTEST:       BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 

 

 

_____________________     _____________________________ 

Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk    Mayor, Mary Jane Canose 

 

Introduction:  

1st Publication:  

Public Hearing and Adoption:  

2nd Publication:  
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BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE #2023-1947 

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE BOROUGH EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

COORDINATOR AND AMENDING CHAPTER 2 OF THE BOROUGH CODE 

ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” 

WHEREAS, P.L. 2022, c. 111 amended N.J.SA. App. A9-40.1 to provide that a 

municipal emergency management coordinator no longer needs to be a resident of the 

municipality; and 

WHEREAS, New Jersey Office of Emergency Management Directives NJOEM-7(2022) 

set forth new qualifications for municipal emergency management coordinators and clarified the 

duties and authorities of municipal emergency management coordinators; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of 

Bernardsville in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Chapter 2 of the Borough 

Code Entitled “Administration” is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 1.   Section 2-43 entitled “Office of Emergency Management” is amended in its 

entirety to read as follows: 

“§ 2-43 OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT. 

§ 2-43.1 Establishment.

The Office of the Emergency Management is hereby established in the Borough of Bernardsville 

in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. App. A:9-41.

§ 2-43.2 Emergency Management Coordinator.

The Mayor shall appoint a Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator.  Any qualified 

individual appointed as Borough Emergency Management Coordinator, who is not a resident of 

Bernardsville Borough, shall reside within a reasonable proximity of the Borough to ensure 

prompt responsive coordination of municipal resources for any local incident.  The Municipal 

Emergency Management Coordinator, subject to fulfilling the requirements of N.J.S.A. Sapp. 

A:90.1, shall serve for a term of three years.
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1. Qualifications 

 

A.  A municipal emergency management coordinator shall: 

 1.  possess a high school diploma or its equivalent; 

2.  satisfy the residency and other applicable position requirements of any 

relevant State or local statute or ordinance (including N.J.S.A. App.A:9-40.1); 

3. have a minimum of two (2) years of experience in the planning, 

development, and administration of emergency response activities such as 

those provided by emergency management, police, fire, rescue or medical 

personnel either in the public or private sector or in the military service; 

4. possess a valid New Jersey driver's license; and 

5. complete National Incident Management System training pursuant to Directive 

NJOEM-I (2021), and the following courses/continuing education 

requirements: 

a. the NJOEM Basic Workshop in Emergency Management (within one (l) 

year of first appointment as required by N.J.S.A. App.A:9-40. l); 

b. the FEMA Professional Development Series (within one (l) year of first 

appointment, in satisfaction of the Home Study Course requirement of 

N.J.S.A. App.A:9-40.1); and 

c. 24-hours of continuing education every 12 months (based upon the date 

of appointment or re-appointment), unless extended for good cause by 

the NJOEM State Training Officer. 

i. Qualifying classes include the following categories: 

1. disaster/emergency management, homeland security, incident 

command system courses; 

2. general management courses: principles of management, 

finance, organizational behavior, budgeting, community 

development, human resources, computer systems, MIS 

applications, business communications, and public speaking; or 

3. other classes approved by the NJOEM State Training Officer. 

ii. The course participation hours for the classes identified in 

subparagraphs a. and b. above can be applied to satisfy the 

continuing education requirement within any given 12 month period. 

iii. The NJOEM State Training Officer is authorized to develop and 
disseminate guidance for permitting instructor hours to satisfy a 

portion of the continuing education requirement up to 12 hours per 

12-month reporting period. 



 

 3 

iv. NJOEM Emergency Response Bureau personnel are responsible for 

verifying compliance. Any questions regarding whether or not a 
course shall qualify for purposes of this sub-section c. shall be 

determined by the NJOEM State Training Officer. 

B.  A deputy municipal emergency management coordinator shall also be required 
to meet the standards of Section I.A. 

II. Duties and Authority of the Municipal Emergency Management Coordinator 

The municipal emergency management coordinator shall lead the emergency 
management function at the municipal level. The municipal emergency management 

coordinator shall: 

l.  maintain proficiency in the profession of emergency management, and 

participate in appropriate federal, State and local meetings, trainings, 

conferences and exercises to develop and enhance subject matter 
expertise; 

2. establish and oversee the municipal office of emergency management, 

and, when applicable, recruit, organize, coordinate and train deputies and 

staff to administer the municipal office of emergency management and 
oversee the functions and programs described in Section Ill; 

3. comply with federal, State and local statutes, rules, procedures and 

authorities pertaining to emergency management, adhere to the guidance 
of the State Director and NJOEM, and maintain an active cooperative 

working relationship with the County Office of Emergency Management 

of the county in which the municipality is located, to implement all 
elements of the municipality's emergency management program; 

4. establish and implement policies and procedures with respect to the 

municipality's emergency management program to ensure effective 
coordination and oversight of all programs and functions described in the 

municipal emergency operations plan (EOP); 

5. coordinate the review and update of the EOP pursuant to 
N.J.S.A.App:A9-43.2 through 43.4, NJOEM procedures and directives 

issued by the State Director; 

6. chair the Local Emergency Management Council (or participate in a joint 

emergency management council if applicable) in accordance with 
N.J.S.A. App.A:9-41 and directives issued by the State Director; 

7. in accordance with the authority set forth in directives of the State 

Director and N.J.S.A. App.A:9-40.5, when warranted, proclaim (and then 
rescind) a municipal-level state of emergency, implementing emergency 

protective measures and issuing all orders required to support life safety 
and to facilitate preparedness, response and recovery operations; 

8. attend 75% of all scheduled County Office of Emergency Management 

meetings for municipal coordinators and assure representation at all other 
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county emergency management meetings as deemed necessary by the 

County Coordinator; and 

9. perform, or ensure the performance of, other duties and tasks necessary to 

administer the municipality's emergency management program. 

III. Oversight of the Municipal Emergency Management Program 

The municipal emergency management coordinator shall lead the municipal emergency 

management program and oversee the municipal office of emergency management in 
accordance with all relevant federal, state and local laws, regulations, procedures and 

authorities, including State Director directives, The municipal emergency management 
coordinator shall collaborate with municipal agencies and other stakeholders to ensure 

the efficient administration of the municipality's emergency management budget to 

support the following responsibilities, duties and functions: 

l .  equipping, staffing, operating, and maintaining a primary municipal 

emergency operations center, identifying an alternate site, and developing 

the capability to conduct emergency operations virtually in the event that 
the primary municipal emergency operations center is impaired or 

inaccessible; 

2. coordinating the preparation and periodic review of an approved 
municipal emergency operations plan, as well as any appendices and 

plans in support thereof, that reflects the municipality's hazards, risks, 

capabilities and gaps; 

3. conducting at least two (2) meetings per year with the Local Emergency 
Management Council in accordance with directives of the State Director, 

and conduct other planning meetings as necessary, providing advance 
notice to the County Office of Emergency Management; 

4. pursuant to directives of the State Director, conducting and/or 
participating in emergency management exercises and training; 

5. acquiring, maintaining and deploying emergency management 

equipment; 

6. developing, coordinating and activating mutual aid emergency 
management plans; 

7. activating emergency management facilities and services as are available 

from the resources of the municipal government; 

8.  ensuring effective programmatic support for all functions within the 

municipal EOP, including but not limited to: 

a. implementing a public information and alert and warning system to 
disseminate timely and effective communications regarding 

incidents or threats to public safety, and cooperating with the 

National Warning System (NAWAS); 
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b. facilitating public health and mass care services, including but not 

limited to: emergency sheltering; points of distribution (PODs) and 
bulk distribution of mass care and health supplies; mental health 

support for individuals impacted by disasters and emergencies; 
reunification and family assistance centers; and pandemic support; 

c. coordinating municipal sheltering and evacuation operations, and 

supporting any county/regional/State sheltering and mass care 

response activities for affected residents of the municipalities; 

d. implementing debris management and other public works programs 
necessary to support the emergency management program; 

e. facilitating search and rescue operations in accordance with 

directives issued by the State Director; and  supporting damage 

assessments and recovery efforts. 

9. supporting county and local plans to provide services for at-risk 

individuals(N.J.S.A. App.A:9-43.18) during extreme weather conditions; 

10. when applicable, supporting the implementation of the relevant 

provisions of the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know 
Act (EPCRA) and related State statutes, regulations and executive or 

administrative orders, as well as guidance issued by the New Jersey State 

Emergency Response Commission; 

I l .  securing county, state and federal technical and financial assistance as 

may be required for promoting and/or implementing the emergency 
management functions within the municipality, and if the municipality is 

an Emergency Management Agency Assistance (EMAA) funded agency, 
satisfying all program goals, work plans and guidelines established by 

the State for such funding; 

12. supporting municipal hazard assessments and identifying critical 
infrastructure; 

13. if applicable, developing, adopting and updating a hazard mitigation plan 
and ancillary plans required to comply with federal and State mitigation 

requirements; 

14. interacting with the municipal, State, and federal government for 

preparedness, response and recovery activities in connection with the 

State's nuclear power plants as well as those of adjacent states; 

15. complying with all orders and directives of the State Director, applicable 

policies and procedures of NJOEM; and relevant guidance and orders of 
the county office of emergency management in which the municipality is 

located. 

16. performing all such other functions and undertaking any action necessary 

to support the municipality' s emergency management program.” 
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  Section 2.  The latest version of the Housing Code as revised by this ordinance shall be 

annexed to Borough Code Section 11-2.4, in accordance with the terms of that section  

  Section 3.  Any or all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with 

any of the terms hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or 

inconsistent. 

  Section 4.  In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held 

invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section 

or provision of this ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared 

invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

  Section 5.  This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and 

publication as required by law. 
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 ORDINANCE #2023-1948 

 

AMENDING SECTION 11-4 OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED 

“REGISTRATION AND MAINTENANCE OF PROPERTIES PENDING 

FORECLOSURE” TO BRING IT INTO COMPLIANCE WITH P.L. 2021, c. 444 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Committee previously adopted Ordinance #396-17 making the 

property maintenance code applicable to properties in foreclosure in an effort to mitigate the 

detrimental effects caused by abandoned and vacant properties; and  

 WHEREAS, Ordinance #396-17 is codified as Section 11-4 of the Borough Code entitled 

“Registration and Maintenance of Properties Pending Foreclosure; and 

 WHEREAS,  the adopted Legislature recently adopted 2021 NJ Sess. Law Serv. Ch. 444 

based on its findings that property registration programs provide a valuable tool to municipalities 

in confronting the risk of blight created by properties on which foreclosure proceedings have 

been initiated; and  

 WHEREAS, the Legislature has determined that it is in the State's interest for 

municipalities that operate such programs to do so with certain uniformity as part of the State's 

overall statutory scheme addressing the risk of blight. 

 WHEREAS, some provisions of the existing Borough Code Section 11-4 are inconsistent 

with the new State law;  

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Committee of the Borough 

of Bernardsville in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that Chapter 16 of the Borough 

Code, entitled “Property Maintenance”, is hereby amended as follows:  

 



 

 2 

 Section 1.  § 11-4 entitled “Registration and Maintenance of Vacant and Abandoned 

Residential Properties Including Those in Foreclosure” is amended in its entirety to read as 

follows: 

11-4 Registration and Maintenance of Properties Pending Foreclosure. 

 

11-4.1 Registration.   

 

A.  A creditor filing a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose shall, in addition to 

the notice provided to the Borough pursuant to N.J.S.A. 46:10B–51 or N.J.S.A. 40:48–

2.12s2, register the residential or commercial property with the Borough's property 

registration program as a property in foreclosure and, as part of that registration: (a) 

provide the Borough with the information regarding the creditor required by N.J.S.A. 

46:10B–51) or N.J.S.A. 40:48–2.12s2; (b) identify the date the summons and complaint 

in an action to foreclose on a mortgage was filed against the subject property, the court in 

which it was filed, and the docket number of the filing; and (c) identify whether the 

property is vacant and abandoned in accordance with the definition in the ordinance 

required by paragraph (8) of this subsection; 

  

B.  If there is any change in the name, address, or telephone number for a representative, 

agent, or individual authorized to accept service on behalf of a creditor required to 

register pursuant to the property registration program following the filing of the summons 

and complaint, the creditor shall update the property registration program within 10 days 

of the change in that information; 

  

C.  The creditor filing a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose shall, if the 

registered property becomes vacant and abandoned in accordance with the definition in 

the ordinance required by paragraph (8) of this subsection after the property is initially 

registered with the Borough, update the property registration with the Borough to reflect 

the change in the property's status; 

 

11-4.2 Responsibilities of Creditor. 

 

A. The creditor filing a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose shall be 

responsible for the care, maintenance, security, and upkeep of the exterior of the property 

in compliance with the applicable Borough property maintenance codes if the property is 

vacant and abandoned at any time while the property is registered with the property 

registration program; 

  

B. A creditor located out-of-State shall be responsible for appointing an in-State 

representative or agent to act for the foreclosing creditor; 

  

C. A creditor filing a summons and complaint in an action to foreclose on a property, that is 

or becomes vacant and abandoned, shall  secure the property against unauthorized entry, 

post a sign affixed to the inside of the property and visible to the public indicating the 
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name, address, and telephone number of the creditor or an out-of-State creditor's in-State 

representative or agent for the purpose of receiving service of process, or acquire and 

otherwise maintain liability insurance by procuring a vacancy policy, covering any 

damage to any person or any property caused by any physical condition of the property 

while registered with the property registration program; 

 

 

 

11-4.3 Definition of “Vacant and Abandoned”.  

 

A. property shall be considered vacant and abandoned if it is not legally occupied by a 

mortgagor or tenant, which is in such condition that it cannot be legally reoccupied, 

because of the presence or finding of at least two of the following: 

  

(a) overgrown or neglected vegetation; 

  

(b) the accumulation of newspapers, circulars, flyers, or mail on the property; 

  

(c) disconnected gas, electric, or water utility services to the property; 

  

(d) the accumulation of hazardous, noxious, or unhealthy substances or materials on 

the property; 

  

(e) the accumulation of junk, litter, trash, or debris on the property; 

  

(f) the absence of window treatments such as blinds, curtains, or shutters; 

  

(g) the absence of furnishings and personal items; 

  

(h) statements of neighbors, delivery persons, or government employees indicating 

that the property is vacant and abandoned; 

  

(i) windows or entrances to the property that are boarded up or closed off, or multiple 

window panes that are damaged, broken, and unrepaired; 

  

(j) doors to the property that are smashed through, broken off, unhinged, or 

continuously unlocked; 

  

(k) a risk to the health, safety, or welfare of the public or any adjoining or adjacent 

property owners due to acts of vandalism, loitering, criminal conduct, or the physical 

destruction or deterioration of the property; 

  

(l) an uncorrected violation of a municipal building, housing, or similar code during 

the preceding year, or an order by municipal authorities declaring the property to be 

unfit for occupancy and to remain vacant and unoccupied; 

  

(m) the mortgagee or other authorized party has secured or winterized the property due 
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to the property being deemed vacant and unprotected or in danger of freezing; 

  

(n) a written statement issued by a mortgagor expressing the clear intent of all 

mortgagors to abandon the property; or 

  

(o) any other reasonable indicia of abandonment. 

  

 

11-4.4 Annual Fees. 

 

A creditor required to register a property pursuant to this ordinance shall pay a 

registration fee of $500 per property annually on or before February 1 of each calendar 

year for any property that is required to be registered because a summons and complaint 

in an action to foreclose was filed by the creditor; and (2) an additional $2,000 per 

property annually if the property is vacant or abandoned as defined in Section 11-4-3 

above when the summons and complaint in an action to foreclose is filed, or becomes 

vacant and abandoned as defined in Section 11-4-3 above at any time thereafter while the 

property is in foreclosure. All such annual fees and the due dates thereof shall be 

identified in the ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection a. of this section. 

 

 

11-4.5 Notice to Abate Nuisance or Violation. 

 

A. If the owner of a commercial property vacates or abandons any property on which 

a foreclosure proceeding has been initiated or if a commercial property becomes 

vacant at any point subsequent to the creditor's filing the summons and complaint in 

an action to foreclose on a mortgage against the subject property, but prior to vesting 

of title in the creditor or any other third party, and the exterior of the property is found 

to be a nuisance or in violation of any applicable State or local code, the local public 

officer, municipal clerk, or other authorized municipal official shall notify the 

creditor or the representative or agent of an out-of-State creditor, as applicable, which 

shall have the responsibility to abate the nuisance or correct the violation in the same 

manner and to the same extent as the title owner of the property, to such standard or 

specification as may be required by State law or Borough ordinance. The enforcement 

officer shall include a description of the conditions that gave rise to the violation with 

the notice of violation and shall provide a period of not less than 30 days from the 

creditor's receipt of the notice for the creditor to remedy the violation. If the creditor 

fails to remedy the violation within that time period, the Borough may impose 

penalties allowed for the violation of municipal ordinances. 

  

B. If the Borough expends public funds in order to abate a nuisance or correct a 

violation on a commercial property in situations in which the creditor was given 

notice pursuant to the provisions of paragraph “A” of this section but failed to abate 

the nuisance or correct the violation as directed, the municipality shall have the same 

recourse against the creditor as it would have against the title owner of the property, 

including but not limited to, the recourse provided under N.J.S.A. 55:19–100. 
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11-4.6 Violations; Penalties. 

 

A. The Borough Code Enforcement officer or any other local official responsible for 

administration of any property maintenance or public nuisance code shall issue a notice 

to the creditor filing the summons and complaint in an action to foreclose, if the public 

officer or other authorized municipal official determines that the creditor has violated the 

ordinance. In the case of a violation for failure to provide care, maintenance, security, and 

upkeep of the exterior of vacant and abandoned property, such notice shall require the 

person or entity to correct the violation within 30 days of receipt of the notice, or within 

10 days of receipt of the notice if the violation presents an imminent threat to public 

health and safety. 

 

  

B. An out-of-State creditor subject to this ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection a. of this 

section found by the Municipal Court or by any other court of competent jurisdiction, to 

be in violation of the requirement to appoint an in-State representative or agent pursuant 

to the ordinance shall be subject to a fine of $2,500 for each day of the violation. Any 

fines imposed on a creditor for the failure to appoint an in-State representative or agent 

shall commence on the day after the 10–day period set forth in N.J.S.A. 46:10B–51) or 

N.J.S.A. 40:48–2.12s2 for providing notice to the municipal clerk that a summons and 

complaint in an action to foreclose on a mortgage has been served. 

  

C. A creditor subject to an ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection a. of this section found 

by the Municipal Court or by any other court of competent jurisdiction, to be in violation, 

excluding only a violation addressed by paragraph (1) of this subsection, of the ordinance 

shall be subject to a fine of $1,500 for each day of the violation. Any fines imposed 

pursuant to this paragraph shall commence 31 days following receipt of the notice of 

violation, except if the violation presents an imminent risk to public health and safety, in 

which case any fines shall commence 11 days following receipt of the notice. 

  

D. No less than 20 percent of any money collected pursuant to subsection f. or g. of this 

section or an ordinance adopted pursuant to subsection a. of this section shall be utilized 

by the Borough for municipal code enforcement purposes. 

 

 

11-4.7 Definitions.  

 

As used in this section: 

  

“Creditor” means a mortgagee or an agent or assignee of a mortgagee, such as the 

servicer, who has filed a complaint in the Superior Court seeking to foreclose upon a 

residential or commercial mortgage. If the entity seeking to foreclose upon the residential 

or commercial mortgage changes as a result of an assignment, transfer, or otherwise after 

the filing of the foreclosure complaint in the Superior Court, the new entity shall be 

deemed the creditor for purposes of this section. For purposes of this section, a creditor 

shall not include the State, a political subdivision of the State, a State, county, or local 

government entity, or their agent or assignee, such as the servicer. 
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11-4.8 Enforcement. 

 

The Code Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized to enforce this Ordinance. 

 

 Section 2. Any and all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent 

with any of the terms hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or 

inconsistent. 

 Section 3. In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held 

invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section 

or provision of this ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared 

invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and 

publication as required by law. 

 



 

 

 BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH 

 ORDINANCE #2023-1949 

 

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING BACKGROUND CHECKS REQUIRED OF 

CERTAIN BOROUGH OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES AND AMENDING CHAPTER 2 

OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION” 

 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Bernardsville in the County of 

Somerset, State of New Jersey that Chapter 2 of the Borough Code Entitled “Administration” is 

hereby amended as follows: 

 Section 1.   Section 2-19.1 entitled “Background Checks Required of Certain Borough 

Officers and Employees” is supplemented and amended by adding a new paragraph “e” which 

reads as follows: 

§ 2-19.1 Background Checks Required of Certain Borough Officers and Employees.  

 

Prior to the initial appointment of any person as Borough Administrator, Clerk, Chief 

Financial Officer, Tax Collector, Tax Assessor or to any other position which entails the 

handing of Borough funds or entering residents' homes during the course of their duties, 

the Chief of Police shall request criminal history record information from the New Jersey 

State Police, State Bureau of Identification, in accordance with applicable law including 

N.J.S.A. 53:1-20.6 and applicable regulations including N.J.A.C. 13:59-1.1, et seq. and 

the Opportunity to Compete Act (N.J.S.A. 34:6B-11, et seq.) and applicable regulations. 

No criminal history record shall be requested without the written consent of the 

prospective officer or employee. Such consent must be included with the application for 

employment. Upon receipt of the criminal history record information, the Chief of Police 

shall notify the prospective officer or employee in writing of the prospective officer's or 

employee's qualification or disqualification. An individual shall be disqualified from 

employment with the Borough if the individual's criminal history record reveals a record 

of conviction of any of the following crimes and offenses: 

 

a. A crime or offense bearing upon or involving a sexual offense or child 

molestation or endangering the welfare of children or incompetents.  

 

b. A crime or offense within the last 20 years involving the manufacture, 

transportation, sale, possession or habitual use of a "controlled dangerous 

substance" as defined in the New Jersey Controlled Dangerous Substance 

Act, N.J.S.A. 2C:35-1, et seq.  

 

 



 

 

c. A crime or offense involving the use of force or the threat of force to or 

upon a person or property including: armed robbery, assault, kidnapping, 

arson, manslaughter and murder.  

 

d. A crime or offense involving theft and related offenses or forgery and 

fraudulent practices under Chapters 26 or 27 of the Title 2C of the New Jersey 

Statutes. 

 

e.        Any crime or offense which involves the possession or use of 

firearms, which is classified as a misdemeanor or high misdemeanor 

pursuant to Title 2C of the New Jersey Statutes.” 

 

 Section 2. Any or all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with 

any of the terms hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or 

inconsistent. 

 Section 3. In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held 

invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section 

or provision of this ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared 

invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and 

publication as required by law. 

      COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

      BERNARDSVILLE IN THE COUNTY 

ATTEST:     OF SOMERSET 

 

 

                                                       By: _____________________________ 

Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk           Mary Jane Canose, Mayor 
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 BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH 

 ORDINANCE #2023-1950 

 

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING CERTIFICATES OF INSPECTION FOR 

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS PROPERTIES AND AMENDING CHAPTER XI OF THE 

BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “PROPERTY MAINTENANCE” 

 

 

 WHEREAS, earlier versions of the property maintenance code exempted lineal relatives 

from the fees charged for certificates of inspection for residential rental property; and 

 WHEREAS, the Housing, Property Maintenance and Zoning Compliance Advisory 

Committee has recommended that this exemption be re-instituted; 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of 

Bernardsville in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Chapter XI of the Borough 

Code Entitled “Property Maintenance” is hereby supplemented and amended as follows: 

 Section 1.   Section 11-2 entitled “Certificates of Inspection; Residential Rental 

Properties” is hereby supplemented and amended by adding a new subparagraph “8" to 

paragraph “f” which reads as follows: 

“8.  Exemptions.  Residential rental units occupied by lineal relatives of the 

owner of that unit shall be exempt from the fees set forth above.  For purposes of 

this section, “lineal relatives” shall mean a child, a parent, a grandchild or 

grandparent (by blood or adoption).  All other relatives including, but not limited 

to, siblings, cousins, aunts and uncles do not qualify for this exemption.  In order 

to qualify for this exemption, the owner must certify in writing that the occupant 

of the unit is a lineal relative, as defined above.” 

 

 Section 2.   Any or all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent 

with any of the terms hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or 

inconsistent. 

 Section 3. In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held 

invalid in any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section  
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or provision of this ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared 

invalid shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and 

publication as required by law. 

      COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

      BERNARDSVILLE IN THE COUNTY 

ATTEST:     OF SOMERSET 

 

 

                                                       By:                                                        

Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk           Mary Jane Canose, Mayor 
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DRAFT #2.01
JANUARY 13, 2023 (4:00 PM)

BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH
ORDINANCE #2023-1951   

REORGANIZING BOROUGH ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND AMENDING
ARTICLE V ENTITLED “BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS” IN

CHAPTER 2 OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”

WHEREAS, the governing body wishes to reorganize and streamline the various

advisory committees established in the Borough;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of

Bernardsville in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that Article V entitled “Boards,

Committees and Commissions” in Chapter 2 of the Borough Code Entitled “Administration” is

hereby supplemented and amended as follows:

Section 1.   The following sections of Article V are hereby repealed in their entirety:

§2-38 “Shade Tree Committee” (subsections 2-38.1 through 2-38.5, inclusive)

§2-39 “Recreation Advisory Committee” (subsections 2-39.1 through 2-39.5,
inclusive)

§2-40 “Cultural Arts Advisory Committee” (subsections 2-40.1 through
2-40.2, inclusive)

§2-42 “Open Space Advisory Committee” (subsections 2-42.1 through 2-42.4,
inclusive)

§2-44 “Historic Preservation Advisory Committee” (subsections 2-44.1 through 2-
44.5, inclusive)

§2-45 “Housing, Property Maintenance and Zoning Compliance Advisory
Committee” (subsections 2-45.1 through 2-45.4, inclusive)

§2-46 “Uniform Advisory Committee Procedurals” (subsection 4-46.1 through 4-
46.5, inclusive).  This section is being supplemented and amended and
being moved to the new §2-38 as subsection 2-38.1.



Section 2.  There is hereby created a new subsection 2-38 entitled “Advisory

Committees and Mayor’s Ad Hoc Committees” which reads as follows:

“2-38 ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND MAYOR’S AD HOC COMMITTEES.

2-38.1  Purpose, To create advisory committees to advise the governing body. An
advisory committee, unlike a statutory board or commission, has no executive or
administrative powers or duties with respect to the operation of the Borough, and all such
powers and duties rest solely with the governing body. The specific purposes and tasks of
the advisory committees herein created are set forth in section 2-38.3 below.  In addition,
this section recognizes the Mayor’s authority to create ad hoc committees to advise the
Mayor and Council in areas not otherwise within the province of established boards,
commissions or advisory committees. This ordinance does not apply to statutory boards
and commissions.

§ 2-38.2 Definitions. 

The following words and terms when used in this section shall have the following
meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

Advisory Committee means any committee created by local ordinance which is not
specifically authorized by State statute. The term 'Advisory Committee' shall include, but
not be limited to, the Shade Tree Committee, the Recreation Advisory Committee, the
Historic Preservation Advisory Committee, the Housing Property Maintenance and
Zoning Compliance Advisory Committee and any other similar advisory committees
created by ordinance, resolution or motion of the Governing Body.

Mayor’s Ad Hoc Committee means a committee created by the Mayor pursuant to her
inherent authority for specific limited purposes and for specific terms to act in an advisory
role to the Mayor and Council in areas not otherwise within the province of established
boards, commissions or advisory committees due to the nature of the limited scope of the
topic in terms of time or specialty area.  

Statutory Board or Commission means any Borough board or commission created either
by State law or by local ordinance pursuant to State law, Statutory Boards or
Commissions shall include, but not be limited to, the Planning Board, the Zoning Board
of Adjustment, the Board of Health, the Environmental Commission, the Library Board of
Trustees, the Shade Tree Commission and the Office of Emergency Management.
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2-38.3 Advisory Committees.

The following advisory committees are hereby created and shall have the duties set forth
herein:

A.  Shade Tree Advisory Committee.

The Shade Tree Committee shall have the following duties:

a. Advise the Mayor and Council on all matters pertaining to the planting and care of
shade and ornamental trees and shrubbery now located, or which may hereafter be
planted, in any public highway, park or parkway, including the planting, trimming,
spraying, care and protection thereof. 

b. Encourage arboriculture. 

c. Recommend to the governing body adoption, amendment and repeal of ordinances
the Committee feels are necessary or proper for carrying out the provisions of this
subsection. 

d. Study, investigate, counsel and develop and/or update annually and administer a
written plan for the care, preservation, pruning, planting, replanting, removal or
disposition of trees and shrubs in parks along public streets and in other public areas.
Such plan will be presented annually to the Mayor and Council and upon acceptance
and approval, shall constitute the official comprehensive municipal tree plan for the
Borough of Bernardsville. The Shade Tree Committee shall consider, investigate,
make findings, report and recommend upon any special matter or question coming
within the scope of its work. 

e. Perform such other tasks as may be requested by the Mayor and Council. 

B.  Recreation Advisory Committee. 

1.  Duties. The Recreation Advisory Committee shall perform the following duties:

a. Monitor Borough parks, playgrounds and recreation areas and make
recommendations to the Mayor and Council regarding the use, maintenance and
improvements to those parks, playgrounds and recreation areas. 

b. Plan the recreation program for the Borough and recommend to the Mayor and
Council a budget for its implementation. 
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c. Oversee the management of the recreation program within the budget approved by
the Council. 

d. Recommend to the Mayor and Council the hiring of a Recreation Director and
other recreation employees. The Director shall report to the Borough Administration
on an operational basis. The Director shall be accountable to the Recreation
Advisory Committee for the management of the recreation program and to the
Borough Chief Financial Officer for all monies received or spent in connection with
the recreation function. 

e. Recommend to the Mayor and Council the possible acquisition of additional parks,
playgrounds, recreation areas, trails, open space and recreation equipment. 

f. Draft and recommend adoption of suitable rules and regulations for the use of
Borough parks and recreational facilities. 
g. Monitor Borough trails and make recommendations to the Mayor and Council
regarding the use, maintenance, improvements and to those trails. 

h. Render general advice to the Mayor and Council regarding recreational programs
and facilities in the Borough. 

i. Perform such other duties as may be requested by the Mayor and Council. 

2.  Subcommittees.  The Recreation Advisory Committee shall have the following
subcommittees which shall report to the Recreation Advisory Committee and which shall
have the following duties:

1. Trails subcommittee
2. Fields and Facilities subcommittee
3. Programs and Events subcommittee
4. Open Space subcommittee

C. Historic Preservation Advisory Committee. 

1. Responsibilities. The Historic Preservation Advisory Committee shall have the
responsibility to:

a. Prepare a survey of historic sites in the Borough; 
b. Make recommendations to the Planning Board on the historic preservation plan
element of the Master Plan and on the implications for preservation of historic sites
of any other Master Plan elements; 
c. Advise the Planning Board on the inclusion of historic sites in the recommended
capital improvement program; 
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d. Advise the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment on applications for
development pursuant to Subsection 2-44.3 below; 
e. Carry out such other advisory, educational and informational functions as will
promote historic preservation in the Borough. 

2. Referral of Board Applications. The Planning Board and Board of Adjustment shall
refer to the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee every application for development
submitted to either Board for development in historic preservation districts or on historic
sites identified in any component element of the Master Plan. This referral shall be made
when the application for development is deemed complete or is scheduled for a hearing,
whichever occurs sooner. Failure to refer the application as required shall not invalidate
any hearing or proceeding. The Historic Preservation Advisory Committee may provide its
advice, which shall be conveyed through its delegation of one of its members or staff to
testify orally at the hearing on the application and to explain any written report which may
have been submitted.

3. Referral of Permit Applications. All applications for issuance of permits pertaining to
historic sites shall be referred to the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee for an
advisory report concerning historic preservation to any of those aspects of the change
proposed, which aspects were not determined by approval of any application for
development by a municipal agency pursuant to the MLUL. The Historic Preservation
Advisory Committee shall submit its advisory report to the Construction Official. When
time does not allow the submission of a permit application to the full Committee, the Chair
of the Historic Preservation Advisory Committee may act in the place of the full
Committee for purposes of this subsection.

C. HOUSING, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AND ZONING COMPLIANCE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

Duties. The duties of the Housing, Property Maintenance and Zoning Compliance
Advisory Committee shall be as follows:

a. Monitor ongoing housing problems in the Borough including, but not limited to
overcrowding and stacking, by consulting with the Code Enforcement Officer and
the Housing Officer. 
b. Monitor the effectiveness of the Borough Residential Property Maintenance Code
and Housing Code as set forth in §§ 11-2 and 11-3 of the Borough Code. 
c. Recommend to the Governing Body appropriate amendments to the Residential
Property Maintenance and Housing Code. 
d. Monitor the effectiveness of the Borough Commercial Property Maintenance Code
as set forth in § 11-1 of the Borough Code. 
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e. Recommend to the Governing Body appropriate amendments to the Commercial
Property Maintenance Code. 
f. Monitor zoning compliance in the Borough. 
g. Recommend to the Governing Body appropriate strategies for enforcement of the
Borough Zoning Ordinance. 
h. Submit monthly status reports to the Mayor and Council and at the end of each
calendar year submit a comprehensive report to the Mayor and Council concerning
housing problems in the Borough and the effectiveness of the Borough Housing
Code, Property Maintenance Codes and Zoning Compliance. 

§ 2-38.4 Appointments; Organization of Advisory Committees; Terms. 

At its annual reorganization meeting or as soon thereafter as may be practicable, the
Mayor, with the consent of Borough Council, shall appoint members and a chair and vice-chair
for each advisory committee covered by this section. The Mayor shall determine the number of
members that shall be appointed to each advisory committee.  All appointments to Borough
advisory committees shall be for a term of one year running from January 1 to December 31 of
each calendar year. A vacancy occurring otherwise than by expiration of term shall be filled for
the unexpired term ending December 31 of that year.  Chairs and vice-chairs shall serve until the
next annual Council reorganization meeting. In the case of a vacancy, the Mayor with the
Council’s consent may appoint a chair or vice-chair to fill the unexpired term. The Chair, or in
his or her absence or disability, the vice-chair shall preside at all meetings of the advisory
committee or ad hoc committee.

§ 2-38.5 Training. 

The Borough shall provide mandatory, training for the members of all advisory
committees so that they are familiar with parliamentary procedures and the scope of authority of
their advisory committees. Advisory committee members shall be required to complete this
mandatory training upon appointment and every three years thereafter. Training sessions shall be
conducted via Zoom (or a similar video conferencing platform) and members of the various
committees, with the permission of the Borough Administrator, may satisfy their training
requirements by watching a taped training session.

§ 2-38.6  Mayor’s Ad Hoc Committees.

The Mayor is hereby authorized to create ad hoc committees for specific limited purposes
and for specific limited terms, to act in an advisory role to the Mayor and Council in areas not
otherwise within the province of established boards or commissions due to the nature of the
limited scope of the topic in terms of time or specialty area. Members shall be appointed by the
Mayor, and the Council shall receive notice of the creation, term, membership and duties of each
said ad hoc committee. Ad hoc committees formed pursuant to this section shall have only those
powers as authorized therein and as set forth in the Mayor’s notice submitted to the Council. Ad
hoc committees shall be subject to the miscellaneous rules and regulations set forth in §2-38. 
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below.  An ad hoc committee shall terminate at the end of the calendar year in which it is
created, unless renewed by the Mayor at the following year’s reorganization meeting.

§ 2-46.7 Miscellaneous Rules and Regulations. 

a. All advisory committee and ad hoc committee hearings shall be audiotaped or
videotaped. 
b. Minutes shall be kept for all advisory committee and ad hoc committee meetings and
copies of those minutes shall be submitted to Borough Clerk in a timely manner for
distribution to the Mayor and Council and are to be included in the next Council meeting
agenda packets.
c. Except when specifically authorized by the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A.
10:4-12), all advisory committee and ad hoc committee meetings shall be conducted in
public. Members of the public, however, shall only be permitted to speak when the floor
is open to them by the person chairing the meeting. 
d. All advisory committees and ad hoc committees shall act only within the scope of their
duties as outlined in this ordinance. 
e. No individual member shall take any action on behalf of an advisory committee or an
ad hoc committee. 
f. Neither advisory committees nor ad hoc committees may not enter into contracts or
expend any Borough funds. 
g. Borough employees shall not be permitted to attend advisory committee or ad hoc
committee meetings, except in rare circumstances when the Administrator  approves their
attendance in advance. 
h. Neither advisory committees nor ad hoc committees nor any of their individual
members shall communicate directly with any Borough employees or officials. All such
communications shall be directed through the Borough Administrator, except that the
Borough Administrator may authorize the chair or vice-chair of an advisory committee or
ad hoc committee to communicate directly with a Borough employee or official with a
specific question or on a particular project. “

Section 3. Any and all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with

any of the terms hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or

inconsistent.

Section 4. In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held invalid

in any court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section or

provision of this ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared invalid

shall be inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof.
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Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and

publication as required by law.
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 RESOLUTION #23-32 
 AUTHORIZING REFUND OF STORMWATER ESCROW ACCOUNT 

 04-280-7001-0100 
 FOR SOMERSET HILLS COUNTRY CLUB 

 FOR 180 MINE MOUNT RD. 

 WHEREAS, A STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ACCOUNT WAS STARTED ON 06/10/19 FOR 
 BLOCK 30 LOT 11, ALSO KNOWN AS 180 MINE MOUNT RD.; AND 

 WHEREAS, THE PROJECT HAS BEEN FINISHED AND THE CO HAS BEEN ISSUED. IT HAS 
 BEEN REQUESTED BY THE OWNER THAT THE REMAINING BALANCE OF THEIR 
 STORMWATER ESCROW ACCOUNT BE REFUNDED TO THEM, THE BALANCE OF WHICH 
 IS $594.00. 

 WHEREAS, IT HAS BEEN CONFIRMED BY THE ZONING OFFICER RENEE APUZZO THAT 
 THE APPLICANTS SHOULD RECEIVE A REFUND FOR THE REMAINING BALANCE, 
 $594.00. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
 Bernardsville, NJ that the CFO is hereby authorized to refund the following Stormwater escrow 
 account balance: 

 BLOCK, LOT  RECIPIENT  REFUND AMOUNT 

 Block 30 Lot 11                              Somerset Hills Country Club               $594.00 
 180 Mine Mount Rd. 

 Bernardsville, NJ 07924 

 I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to 
 be true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened 
 Meeting held on January 23, 2023 

 ____________________________________ 



 

 

 

RESOLUTION #23-33 

INCREASING THE BID THRESHOLD TO $44,000.00  

AND QUOTE THRESHOLD TO $6,600 

 

WHEREAS, effective July 1, 2020, Governor Phil Murphy has exercised the statutory authority 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:34-7 to adjust the bid threshold for awarding contracts by governmental 

contracting units; and  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-9 (b) provides that a government unit which employs a Qualified 

Purchasing Agent can take advantage of the adjusted bid threshold of $44,000.00 pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-3a and grants the authorization to negotiate and award such contracts below the 

bid threshold, as well as the quote threshold from $6000 to $6600(15% of the $44,000 QPA bid 

threshold); and  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C.5:34-5 et seq. establishes the criteria for qualifying as a Qualified 

Purchasing Agent; and  

 

WHEREAS, Tina Markewicz, Qualified Purchasing Agent possesses the designation of 

Qualified Purchasing Agent as issued by the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.4; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Bernardsville desires to take advantage of the adjusted bid 

threshold.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Bernardsville, County of Somerset, in the State of New Jersey, to hereby increase the bid 

threshold from $40,000.00 to $44,000.00, as well as the quote threshold from $6000 to $6600; 

and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that governing body hereby recognizes Tina Markewicz as the 

Qualified Purchasing Agent to exercise the duties of a purchasing agent pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-2(30), with specific relevance to the authority, responsibility, and accountability of the 

purchasing activity of the contracting unit. 

 

I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a 

true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting 

held January 23, 2023. 

 

         ________________________ 

 

 



RESOLUTION #23-34 
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE 

SOMERSET HILLS MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE AND YOUTH SERVICES 
COMMISSION (SHMAYSC) GRANT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 

 
FORM 1B (Bernardsville) 

 
WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the 
Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to 
educate and engage residents, local government and law enforcement officials, schools, 
nonprofit organizations, the faith community, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to 
prevent alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout New Jersey. 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, County of Somerset, 
State of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in 
our society amongst persons of all ages; and therefore has an established Municipal 
Alliance Committee; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only 
public officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in 
our community; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Somerset Hills Municipal Alliance and Youth Services Commission 
(SHMAYSC) has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug 
Abuse through the County of Somerset;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Bernardsville, County of 
Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following: 
 

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the 
Somerset Hills Municipal Alliance and Youth Services Commission 
(SHMAYSC) grant for fiscal year 2024 in the amount of: 
 

DEDR   $ 7,717.28 
Cash Match  $ 1,929.45 

    In-Kind  $ 5,788.33 
   Total  $15,435.56 
 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering 
the Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit 
requirements. 

 
3. The Borough Council accepts subsequent award of this grant. 

 
APPROVED: ____________________________________ 
  Mary Jane Canose, Mayor   



 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, County of Somerset, 
State of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of a 
resolution duly authorized by the Borough Council on this 23rd day of January, 2023.  
 
     ____________________________________ 
     Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION #23-35 
 

CORRECTING THE GRADE OF PATROLMAN COLE RHINESMITH AND 
PATROLMAN ANDREW DEMAIO 

 
 
WHEREAS, per Council Resolution #21-244, Cole Rhinesmith was appointed as Patrolman to 
the Bernardsville Police Department on November 8, 2021 at Step 8A; and 
 
WHEREAS, per Council Resolution #21-238, Andrew DeMaio was appointed as Patrolman to 
the Bernardsville Police Department on November 8, 2021 at Step 8A; and 
 
WHEREAS, Patrolman Rhinesmith and Patrolman DeMaio each signed a conditional offer of 
employment indicating they would start at Step 8; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Bernardsville, to correct the starting grade of Patrolman Rhinesmith and Patrolman DeMaio from 
Step 8A to Step 8. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to adjust their salaries as indicated in the current PBA 
Collective Bargaining Agreement to reflect the correct Step. 
 
 
I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a 
true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting 
held January 23, 2023. 
 
         ________________________ 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 
 

RESOLUTION #23-36 
AUTHORIZATION OF TAX REFUND 

 
 
WHEREAS, the following tax overpayment exists due to a billing adjustment, duplicate payment and/or an 
incorrect figure paid for the following parcel(s); and 
 

 
 
WHEREAS, the tax collector is recommending a refund be issued. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, NJ that the 
Tax Collector is hereby authorized to refund the aforementioned tax overpayment(s) 
 
 
I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and exact 
copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting held on January 23, 2023. 
 
          ____________________________________ 
redemption.res 
 

Block & Lot Quarter 
& Year 

Amount Reason for Refund Issue Refund To 

31/15 
177 Mine Mount Rd 

2022/4 $1,922.36 County Tax Board 
Appeal Judgment on 
2022 Added 
Assessment 

Christopher & Alyssa Ridente 
177 Mine Mount Road 
Bernardsville, NJ  07924 

     



RESOLUTION #23-37 
AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR DMHAS GRANT 

FUNDING FOR THE SOMERSET HILLS MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE AND YOUTH 
SERVICES COMMISSION (SHMAYSC) FOR GRANT TERM TWO:  9/1/23 – 9/30/25 

 
FORM 1B – DMHAS Youth Leadership Grant (Bernardsville) 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (GCADA) established the 
Municipal Alliances for the Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate and 
engage residents, local government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit 
organizations, the faith community, parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent 
alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout New Jersey.   In coordination with 
GCADA, the New Jersey Department of Human Services/Division on Mental Health and 
Addiction Services (DMHAS) has awarded a Youth Leadership Grant to the GCADA Municipal 
Alliance Program. 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, County of Somerset, State 
of New Jersey recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society 
amongst persons of all ages; and therefore has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public 
officials but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Somerset Hills Municipal Alliance and Youth Services Commission 
(SHMAYSC) has applied for DMHAS Youth Leadership funding through the Governor’s 
Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Bernardsville, County of 
Somerset, State of New Jersey hereby recognizes the following: 
 

1. The Township Committee does hereby authorize submission of an application for 
DMHAS Grant funding for the Somerset Hills Municipal Alliance and Youth 
Services Commission (SHMAYSC) for Grant Term Two:  9/1/23 – 9/30/25 in the 
amount of: 

 
DEDR   $ 7,717.28 
Cash Match  $ 1,929.45 

    In-Kind  $ 5,788.33 
   Total  $15,435.56 
 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the 
Municipal Alliance grant, including the administrative compliance and audit 
requirements. 

 
3. The Borough Council accepts subsequent award of this grant. 



 
APPROVED: ____________________________________ 
  Mary Jane Canose, Mayor   

 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, County of Somerset, State 
of New Jersey, do hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of a resolution duly 
authorized by the Borough Council on this 23rd day of January, 2023.  
 
     ____________________________________ 
     Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk 

  
 



BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 

RESOLUTION #23-38 
 

AUTHORIZING THE PROVISION OF A LOAN  

PURSUANT TO THE BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 

AFFORDABILITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR THE OWNER OF AN 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNIT LOCATED AT 

17 E FOX HOLLOW TRAIL, BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 07924 

 

 WHEREAS, Diane M Papa (“Owner”) whose address is 17 E Fox Hollow Trail, Bernardsville, 

NJ 07924, a property governed by the statuses, ordinances, rules and regulations restricting occupancy 

and use of the property as an affordable housing unit; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Owner has requested an Energy Efficiency assistance loan through Borough of 

Bernardsville Affordability Assistance Program towards the home at 17 E Fox Hollow Trail, 

Bernardsville, NJ 07924;  and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough’s Affordable Housing Administrative Agent, CGP&H, LLC, has 

reviewed the Owner’s application and qualified the Owner for the requested assistance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is willing, pursuant to the Affordable Assistance Program, to extend a 

Loan to the Owner in the amount of $6,500.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the funding for the Loan will be from the Bernardsville Borough Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this 23rd day of January, 2023, by the Borough 

Council of Bernardsville, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that: 

 

1. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized, pursuant to the Borough’s Affordability Assistance 

Program, to enter into an Affordability Assistance Program Repayment Agreement with Owner 

and provide Owner with a Forgivable Loan, payable directly to the Title Company. 

 

2. The Mayor, Administrator, Clerk, Borough Attorney, CFO, and such other staff and officials as 

may be appropriate are authorized to take such steps as may be reasonably required to implement 

this resolution, including issuance of the Grant amount. 

 

3. The Treasurer is hereby authorized to process a payment in the amount of $6,500.00 to the owner.  

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, certify that the foregoing resolution 

was adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville at its meeting held on the 23rd day 

of January, 2023. 

 

  

 

 Anthony Suriano, Clerk 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION #23-39 

 

AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT   

WITH SUBURBAN ENGINEERING, INC. FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 

DESIGN OF A CONCEPT PARKING PLAN AND NEW ACCESS TO MINE BROOK 

ROAD FROM 271 MINE BROOK ROAD 

 

WHEREAS, The Public Works Council Committee recommends Suburban Engineering, Inc. be 

awarded a Professional Services Contract to fulfill the need for Engineering Services in support 

of a Concept Plan for Parking and New Driveway Access to Mine Brook Road.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Bernardsville as follows: 

 

            1.        The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign a Professional Services  

                       Contract with Suburban Engineering, Inc. to fulfill the need for Engineering   

                       Services in support of a Concept Plan for Parking and New Driveway Access to  

                       Mine Brook Road.  

 

2.  This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a “Professional Service” 

in accordance with 40A:11-5(1)(a) of the Local Public Contracts Law. 

 

3.       The amount of this contract shall be for an amount not to exceed $19,200  

 

I, Leslie Roberson, C.M.F.O., hereby certify, in accordance with requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:30-

14.5, that funds for the project discussed herein are available in Bond Ordinance 2022-1925 

Account #33-215-2927-1000   

        _____________________________ 

          

 

 

I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a 

true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting 

held on January 23, 2023. 

 

        _____________________________ 

                                                                        
dw-1/18/23 



RESOLUTION #23-40 

AUTHORIZING PERMISSION TO USE GRAVEL LOT AREA 

ACROSS FROM BOROUGH HALL 

WHEREAS, the Project Manager has received a request from Crossroads Construction LLC to 

store vehicles and/or equipment at the gravel lot area across from Borough Hall from March 1, 

2023 to July 28, 2023 while they work on the Borough’s Bernards Avenue Reconstruction Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council to authorize permission to 

use the gravel lot area across from Borough Hall pursuant to the following conditions: 

• Crossroads Construction LLC must submit a hold harmless agreement and certificate of

insurance naming the Borough of Bernardsville as additional insured (with limits as

required by the JIF)

• The dates for use are March 1, 2023 to July 28, 2023.

• After use is complete, the gravel lot across from Borough Hall must be restored to its pre-

use condition or better.

I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing 

to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened 

meeting held on January 23, 2023. 

____________________________ 

 Anthony Suriano, RMC 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION #23-41 
 

ESTABLISHING PRELIMINARY COSTS FOR AN ENGINEERING STUDY  
OF A SEWER LINE EXTENSION FOR 65 MORRISTOWN ROAD 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of Bernardsville hereby acknowledges a need for 

preliminary costs for an engineering study of a sewer line extension for 65 Morristown Road.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council that the amount 
appropriated for preliminary costs shall not exceed $12,000 and the treasurer is authorized to 
set up a reserve for preliminary expenses out of the Capital Improvement Fund of the General 
Capital Fund. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign a professional 
services agreement with Paulus, Sokolowski, and Sartor, LLC, of Warren, NJ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the forgoing 
to be true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened 
meeting held on January 23, 2023.   
 
      _________________________________________ 
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