
BERNARDSVILLE BOROUGH ORDINANCE #2020-1859 

SUPPLEMENTrNG AND AMENDrNG ARTICLE 12 OF THE BOROUGH LAND USE ORDINANCE 
ENTITLED .. ZONING'" TO AMEND SECTION 12-23.15, SIGNAGE 

WHEREAS. the Borough of Bernardsville 2000 Master Plan as amended in 2004 included goals 
and policy objectives relating to the Borough"s downtown and included a Downtown Plan within the Master 
Plan Land Use Element: and 

WHEREAS. the Planning Board adopted a Master Plan Reexamination Report in 2016 that 
reaffomed the goals and status of the 2000 Master Plan relating to the Borough's Downtown; and 

WHEREAS. the Borough authorized the preparation of a draft Downtown Zoning Ordinance to 
implement the recommendations of the 2000 Master Plan and Reexamination Repo11 as amended and 
reexamined: and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board has adopted a 2019 Reexamination Report recommending that 
the Borough's Master Plan Land Use Element be amended to incorporate the proposed zoning regulations 
contained in the draft Downtown Ordinance; and 

WI IEREAS. the Planning Board also adopted a Master Plan Land Use Element Amendment as 
recommended by the 2019 Reexamination Report incorporating the proposed land use and zoning regulations 
into the Land Use Element: and 

WHEREAS, the Borough seeks to amend its signage requirements to be consistent with and 
implement the goals and objectives of the Downtown Plan as adopted by the Planning Board and to make 
certain other changes to its signage requirements applicable to the entire Borough consistent with the purpose 
stated in this ordinance: 

NOW THEREFORE. BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Bernardsville in the 
County of Somerset. State of New Jersey that the Borough Land Use Ordinance A1ticle 12 entitled "Zoning .. 
is hereby supplemented and amended as follows: (note: deletions from existing ordinance provisions are 
denoted as strikeouts while new provisions denoted in bold italics): 

12-23.15 Signs. 

Purpose. Tlte purpo.\·e of the Sign Ordinance is to allow for effective sig11age appropriate to the character 
of each zo11i11g district, to promote a11 attractive environment by minimizing visual clutter and confusion, 
to minimize adverse impacts on nearby proper(r am/ to protect the public !tea/ti,, .rnfe(r a11d general 
welfare. 

a General Sign Prol'isions. It is the intent this chapter to provide design criteria and control of signs 
located throughout the Borough of Bemardsville to assure a high level of attractiveness and 
compatibility with the site and character of the community. The following provisions apply 
generally to all signage. 
/. Signs shall not be erected or maintained except in conformity with the provisions of this 

chapter. 
2 Sign erection permit required. No sign shall be constructed or displayed unless a sign 

erection permit shall have been obtained from the Building Subcode Official Construction 



Official except those exempt under subsections 12-23.a.l 6 

3. Review and Approval Procedure: Applications for sign erection permits shall be filed with 
the Zoning Officer and Construction Official. Applications shall include sketches and 
description of proposed signs including dimensions, graphics, colors, materials and 
construction details. Any modifications including colors, wording or graphics of existing 
signs shall be submitted for review. Permits shall be issued for approved applications upon 
payment of the established fee. If a variance is required, a denial letter shall be issued 
which specifies the relief required. 

4. Sign Review Citizens Advisory Committee. 
(a) Composition. 

A Sign Re,,iew Citizens Advisory Committee of seven (7) members shall be established 
consisting of the follo1Ning classes: 

(b) 

Class I : A member of the Planning Board appointed b)· the Mayor as recommended by 
the Chairman of the Planning Board. 

Class 2: /\ member of the business community located in the commercial area of the 
Borough appointed by the Mayor. 

Class 3: five (5) individuals appointed by the Mayor. 

At least one (I) of these members shall have had training or experience in graphics and/or 
building design. 

Terms. All members shall serve at the pleasure of the Mayor. 

(c) Organization. The committee shall elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman. 

(d) Powers and Duties. The Sign Re,,iew Citizens Advisory Committee shall be ad,risory 
to the Planning Board and shall function under its authority. 

The Committee is authorized to adopt its operational procedures. It shall have the follo 1, 1ring powers 

and duties. 

(I) Assist applicants in attaining conformance with acceptable design and construction 

standards, with emphasis on informal discussions. 

(2) When requested to do so, review applications for signs and recommend approval or 
disappro 1,raJ to the appropriate Board or official. 

(3) Monitor the erection and condition of signs throughout the Borough for compliance 
•.vith the sign regulations. 

(4) Advise the Zoning Officer of \'iolations or noncompliance with this chapter and 
recommend measures for their correction. 

(5) Review and recommend amendments to this chapter for consideration by the Planning 
Board for submission to the Mayor and Borough Council. 

4. No sign shall be placed in such a position that it will cause confusion or danger to street traffic 
by obscuring the view or by simulating official. directional or warning signs maintained by any 
Governmental Body, railroad or public utility concerned with the protection of the public health 
or safety. This shall include. but not be limited to. any sign visible from the public right-of-way 
v. hich uses an arrow device or simulates a stop sign or stop light. 

5. Signs advertising a use no longer in e>dslence or a product no longt!r available shall be removed 
within thirty (30) days of tlte dates such use ceases to be ill existence or such product is 110 

2 



longer available. 

6. No pem1anent sign shall be attached to trees, fence posts. stumps, utility poles. light poles, witl,ill 
the public right of way, bridges. rocks or like features not considered to be advertising structures. 

7. All illuminated signs shall be either indirectly lighted or of the diffused lighting type, unless 
illuminated by an interior source. No sign shall be lighted by using unshielded incandescent 
bulbs. lasers, neon or gas discharge tubes. mirrors reflecting a direct light source or similar 
devices. Buildings or structures may not be outlined by tubing or strings 0f o/lights except/or 
seasonal ligltting which may remain on a building but shall not be illuminated post season. 

8. No business sign shall be pennitted which is not accessory to the business or use conducted on 
the property. Off premise signs including but not limited to A-advertising billboard signs are 
expressly prohibited. 

9. Silhouene signs are prohibiled. 

9. Rotating signs, live action signs, and flashing, computer generated signage, variable message or 
scrolling signage, signs utilizing television monitors, 0f and intermittent illuminated signs are 
prohibited. 

I 0. Banners. spinners, pennants, exposed LEDs or any moving object used for advertising purposes 
whether containing a message or not are prohibited, unless specifically authorized by the Governing 
Body for a special public event except a digital theatre marquee sign or traditional non illuminated 
barbers/top pole sign i11 the Downtown District shall be permitted. 

I I. No sign shall be erected within or over the right-of-way of any street unless specifically authorized 
by this chapter 0f, other ordinances of the Borough, or by the relevant governing body or agency. 

12. All signs. other than permitted temporary signs, shall be constructed of durable materials and shall 
be adequately maintained. All cracked, warped or broken members of a sign shall be replaced or 
repaired. All broken or cracked glass shall be replaced. All permitted illuminated signs shall be 
maintained so that all light sources are fully /1111ctio11ing. Any sign which fails to meet the 
maintenance provisions of this chapter shall be repaired or removed within sixty (60) days upon 
written notification by the Building Code Official Co11str11ctio11 Official. 

I 3. Portable signs are prohibited except where pennitted by other provisions of this chapter. 

14. Signs not exceeding one (I) two (2) square feet in area. unless a larger sign is required by 
applicable law, may be used for a driveway entrance. exit or for warning and directional purposes 
provided the signs are limited to said uses, and provided further the signs do not bear thereon any 
type of commercial adve11ising. 

15. Any sign that is or shall become dangerous or unsafe in any manner whatsoever, or any sign erected 
hereafter contrary to the provisions of this chapter shall be repaired. made safe. and otherwise 
restored to its original condition in conformity with this chapter or shall be taken down and removed 
by the owner. lessor, agent or occupant of the building, property or land upon which it is placed or 
to which it is attached. 

16. The following exemptions shall apply only to the requirement for a sign permit and shall not be 
construed as relieving the owner of the sign from the responsibility for its erection and 
maintenance in good and safe condition. 

(a) Memorial tablets or signs, names of buildings and date of erection when cut into any 
masonry surface or when constructed of bronze or other noncombustible materials. 

(b) Traffic or other municipal signs, legal notices. railroad crossing signs, danger signs and 
such temporary emergency signs as may be erected by governmental or public utility 
employees in carrying out their official work. 
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(c) Names on mailboxes. 

(d) Signs forbidding trespassing, hunting, fishing or trapping as authorized by the Fish and 
Game Laws. (Chapter 23 of the N.J. Revised Statutes) 

17. There shall be pennitted one (I) wall or ground sign not exceeding twelve ( 12) square feet 
located in on the premises of places of worship, Sunday school buildings, public libraries, 
museums. parish houses. buildings used exclusively by Federal, State, County, and local 
governments for public purposes. public. private and parochial schools, and public recreational 
and community center buildings . No fee shall be required in connection with the permit for 
such a-sign. No such sign shall be located closer than fifteen ( 15) feet to a property line or 
within the lesser of fifteen (15) feet or one-half (1/2) the setback of the principal building, but 
in no event less than five (5) feet, from a street right-of-way line. 

17. ~Jo sign shall contain more than three (3) colors, including black and white. 

18. No sign shall contain words or graphics which are offensive to the community's standards. 

19. Construction materials of signs shall be selected to complement the architecture and building 
materials of the building on which they are located. or to which they are related, as well as 
surrounding buildings. 

20. Any signs other than those for which provision is expressly made under this section are 
prohibited. 

b. TempormJ' ,\'igns. The following temporary signs are permitted in all zones (unless otherwise 
indicated). In no case shall a temporary sign be illuminated. 

/. Real estate signs advertising the prospective sale or rental of the premises (unless otherwise 
indicated) (as used herein, real estate signs) upon which they arc located are pem1itted only as 
follows. 

(a) No real estate sign may be illuminated. 

(b) Real estate signs shall be not more than six (6) square feet in area in residential zones and 
not more than twelve ( 12) square feet in area in nonresidential zones. 

(c) Real estate signs may contain not more than three colors. 

(d) Not more than one (I) real estate sign, which may be double-faced, shall be placed on a property 
If a prope11y has frontage on two (2) or more streets, other than two (2) streets joining at a corner 
of the property, two (2) signs may be placed on the property but only one on any street. 

(e) All real estate signs shall be removed within seven (7) days of sale or complete rental of the 
property. 

(t) No property shall have a real estate sign displayed for more than six (6) months in any tweJ,,,e 
(12) month period without the permission of the Borough Council. 

(g) Real estate signs advertising the rental of any portion of the premises may only be displayed 
for the period commencing four (4) months prior to the e~cpiration of a lease through the 
signing of a ne·.v lease and shall be subject to the six (6) month limitation set forth in 
paragraph (f) above. 

2. Campaign signs announcing or advertising any political, educational, charitable, civic, professional. 
rcltgious or like campaign or e•.,ent. However, such signs shall not be permitted for a period 
exceeding sixty (60) days in any calendar year, shall not exceed twelve ( 12) square feet in area, and 
snail be removed within seYen (7) days of the conclusion of the campaign or e,•ent. 

2. Signs are permitted on construction sites for the duration of the construction period as follows: 

(a) Major subdivisions: One (I) on-tract sign not exceeding eight (8) feet in height or thirty-two 
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(32) square feet in area. 

(b) New single family residence: One (I) or more signs on a lot none of which exceed six (6) feet 
in height. The total, aggregate area of signs may not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet per 
lot. 

(c) Other construction including additions, alterations and repairs: One (I) sign not exceeding six 
(6) feet in height or eight (8) square feet in area. 

(d) All such signs shall be on the subject property and shall be beyond the street right-of-way. 

3. Farmers· signs advertising the sale of farm products produced within the Borough. They Such signs 
shall not exceed 6 24 square feet in area. The signs shall be removed during seasons when products 
are not being offered for sale. Not more than two (2) such signs shall be erected on any one (I) 
property. 

4. Signs announcing any educational, charitable. civic. or religious or like special event to be held in 
the Borough shall be permitted in all zones. provided however, that Ssuch signs, howe¥er, shall not 
be permitted for a period exceeding fourteen ( I 4) days per special event in any one (I) calendar year, 
shall not exceed twelve (12) square teet in area and shall be removed within forty-eight (48) hours 
of the conclusion of the event. There shall be not more than six (6) off-site signs, Borough-wide. 
advertising any special event and no group shall be allowed to erect temporary off-site signs pursuant 
to this subsection for more than four (4) special events per year. Signs under this subsection are 
subject to the limitations set forth in subsectio11 8 No off site signs shall be erected without 
permission of the property 0 1n1ner(s) and no signs shall be erected in the right of way without the 
permission of the Borough Zoning Officer. Furthermore. no signs shall be posed in a County or 
State right or way 1Nithout the permission of the appropriate authority. ~lo temporary sign may be 
erected: 

(u) Where it may interfere 1r,·ith the abilit)' of a person to see the street or highway ahead or official 
signs, signals or traffic control de,.1ices. 

(b) Within the limits of traffic circles. median strips, great separations or interchanges. 

(c) \Which is affixed to, suspended from, or made part of any highway structure or appurtenances. 

(d) Which contains any lights. 
(e) Which contains advertising of any kind. 

5. Signs relating to any political campaign shall be permitted in all zones. Such signs shall not 
exceed twelve (12) square feet in area, shall not be permitted prior to sixty /60/ days of the e/ectio11 
to which they relate and shall be removed within seven (7) days of such election. Signs under 
this subsection shall be subject to the limitations set forth in subsection 8. 

6. Announcements of the sale of an individual's personal prope11y. Such signs shall not exceed six 
( 6) square feet in area and shall not be displayed for a period exceeding thirty-one (31) days in any 
calendar year. 

7. Temporary Wwindow signs or lettering advertising sales or events in conjunction with permanent 
signs or lettering shall not cover more than a telal of twenty-five (25%) percent of the total 
aggregate windov,, area and shall be removed within three (3) days after termination of the sale or 
event advertised by the sign. 

8. Notwithstanding the foregoing, temporary signs shall 1101: 

(a) Be erected without permission of the proper~r owner(s); 

(b) Be erected in a Borough right-of-way without the permission of the Borough Zoning 
5 



Officer; 

(c) Be erected in a Co1111ty or State right-of-way without tlte permission of the appropriate 
authority. 

(d) Be erected where it may interfere witlt tlte ability of" person to see tlte street or ltigltway 
ahead or official signs, signals or traffic control devices. 

(e) Be erected wit/tin the limits of traffic circles, median strips, grate separations or interchanges. 

(I) Be affixed to, suspended from, or made part of any ltighway structure or 
appurtenances. 

(g) Contains any lights. 

(/1) Contain subject matter not relating to that permitted/or tltat sign by tltis subsection. 

c. Signs in the Residential Zone Districts. In the residential districts, only the following signs 
shall be permitted: 

I. One (I) customary professional sign or nameplate sign for a pennitted use not more than two 
(2) square feet in area. which may be either a non-illuminated or an illuminated non-flashing sign, 
provided the direct source of light is shielded in such a manner that it is not visible from the street 
or any adjoining residential property unless said source is a porch light or a lamp post light. 

2. I\ sign deemed necessary to the public welfare by the Governing Body or any other sign 
required hy law. 

3. Except for temporary signs. none of the signs permitted in the residential districts shall be 
erected nearer any street or road than half of the setback required for the principal building 
to be erected on said plot. provided that a nameplate sign not more than one (I) square foot 
in area as regulated above may be placed anywhere within the front yard. 

4. Temporary signs permitted under section (b). 

d Signs in the Nonresidential Zone Districts Industrial-I and lndustrial-2 Zone Districts. In alt 
tlte nonresidential lndustria/-1 and lndustria/-2 zone districts, no sign shall be permitted which 
is not accessory to the business conducted on the property. Signs in such districts shall comply 
with design standards stated in subsection 12-23.1 Sa. Any such sign must be erected only upon 
an entrance wall or wall fronting on a street, except as provided below, and must comply with 
the following requirements: 

I. No wall sign shall extend further than six (6) inches from the face of the building upon 
which it is attached, provided however, that where a sign extends more than three (3) inches 
from the face of the wall, the bottom of the sign shall not be closer than ten ( I 0) feet from 
the ground level below the sign. 

2. The maximum height of any single sign shall not exceed twenty (20%) percent of the height 
of the building or five (5) feet and the maximum width shall not exceed ninety (90%) percent 
of the width of the store front building facade to which the sign is attached. 

3. The total sign area for all signs permitted on the face of any building shall not exceed five 
(5%) percent of the area of the face of the building upon which such sign or signs are 
attached. 

4. Signs mounted at right angles to the face of a building shall not extend closer than ten ( 10) 
feet from the ground level below the sign. They shall not extend above the wall on which 
they are mounted. No sign shall project more than three (3) feet from the building line or 
exceed twelve ( 12) square feet in area. 

5. If more than one (I) sign is permitted on a site or building the signs shall be compatible with 
each other and with the character of the site and shall not obscure other signs or architectural 
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features. 

6. Window signs, including interior signs within two (2) feet of window surfaces, shall not 
exceed twenty (20%) percent of the area of each window upon which such signs are 
displayed. 

7. Commercial f}Properties in the an Industrial Zone are permitted freestanding signs subject 
to the following restrictions. 

(a) There may be only one ( 1) freestanding sign per lot. 

(b) The sign shall be located at least four (4) feet from a street right-of-way line or property 
line and at least fifty (50) feet from the point of intersection of the side lines of any two 
(2) streets. 

(c) The sign shall have a solid background which shall not exceed ten (I 0) square feet in 
area nor more than three (3) feet in width. 

(d) The top of the sign shall be located no more than eight (8) feet above the ground below 
the sign nor more than eight (8) feet above the curb line of the street immediately 
opposite the sign. 

8. Provided there is no freestanding sign as provided in paragraph 7 above, an commercial 
industrial property in an Industrial Zone having a street frontage of at least three hundred 
(300) feet shall be permitted one (I) freestanding sign, subject to the following limitations 
and requirements: 

(a) The sign shall contain only the name of the commercial industrial property or facility 
or the brand or the manufacturer's name of the principal product sold, or the service 
rendered. 

(b) The top of the sign shall not extend more than fifteen (15) feet above the ground surface 
below the sign. 

(c) The total area of the sign shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet. 

(d) The bottom of the sign shall be at least ten ( I 0) feet above the ground level below the 
sign. 

(c) Subject to the requirement in paragraph (d) above, one (1) sign for each business 
industrial use establishment located on the premises may be suspended below the 
principal sign surface. Each such sign shall contain only the name of the business 
establishment, and each sign shall not exceed one (1) foot in height and five (5) feet in 
width. 

9. Provided there be no wall sign, a sign may be erected on sloping roofs, including gambrel and 

mansard roofs, or on roof fascia, overhangs and marquees subject to the following limitations and 

requirements: 

(a) There shall be only one (I) such sign for each commercial industrial user. 

(b) The top of the sign shall be located at least one (1) foot below the highest point of the roof or 
the building. 

(c) The height of the sign shall not exceed three (3) feet or fifteen (15%) percent of the height of 
the building, whichever is less. 

(d) The width of the sign shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet or fifty (50%) percent of the width of 
the roof of other structures to which it is attached. whichever is less. 
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I 0. Business Ssigns on properties within an Industrial Zone fronting on major streets shall be 
sufficiently legible and intelligible to afford a motorist the opportunity to absorb the information, 
make a voluntary decision to tum or stop and enter the deceleration lane before slowing down. In 
further interest of safety, they shall cause a minimum of confusion with other private and public 
signs and traffic lights. Accordingly, signs shall be of professional quality. The use of the colors 
red and green, and the use of arrows or the word "stop" in such a manner as to resemble traffic 
signs are prohibited. such sign sh"// not imitate any signage as regulated by the MUTCD. 

c. Gasoline Service Stations Signs . . Automobile Fueling Statio11 and Public Garage Signs. Gasoline 
service stations Automobile fueling stations and public garages en-ly-may display, in addition te-t-he 
foregoing to signs permitted in the district where it is located, StgflS, the following special signs which 
are deemed to be customary and necessary lo their respecti1t•e businesses.: 

I. One ( l) freestanding sign advertising the name of the station or garage and the principal products 
sold on the premises, including an)' special company or brand name, insignia or emblem, provided 
that each such sign shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area on each side and shall be erected 
within the property line. The highest point of any freestanding sign shall not be more than twenty 
five (25) feet above the ground. The name of the product or service provided by the service station 
or garage and the logo for that product or service may be placed on the permanent canopy erected 
over tlte fueling pumps or charging outlet provided neither tlte name nor the logo project above 
or below the horizontal plans of the canopy or beyond the vertical planes of tlte canopy. Canopy 
signage s1,a/1 be limited to the logo brand oftl,e station and not exceed thirty (30) percent of tlte 
canopy fascia on each side. 

, One (I) temporary sign located inside the property line and specifically advertising special seasonal 
servicing of automobiles, provided that each such sign does not exceed seven square feet in area. 

3. One (I) freestanding price sign shall be permitted for each frontage and be located no closer than 
six (6) feet from the property boundary lines. Sign Aarea shall not exceed~ 24 square feet-and 
maximum height shall not exceed be eight (8) 12 feet from the grade below. Cha1tgeahle LED digiwl 
.\·ig11"ge displaying fuel prices for au10mohi/e.f11e/i11g stations shall be permitted subject to the following 
rex11/atio11.\·: 

(a) Digital price .\·ignage 111,~11 not ch,mge until" change in the price <?(fuel has occurred. 

(b) Digit"I price .\"ig11age mu.i;t be static or depicted for a minimum of 24 hours. 

(l~ M,)\'ement, i11c/udi11g flashing, .\·crolli11x, or rotating so (IS to draw "ttention are prohibited. 

(d) Animated signs, signs that change images. video Iig11s, or tri-l'isio11 signs sl,(l/1 he prohibited. 

(e) The 111fL\:im11111 hright11e.n· leve/.\-.for electronic mes.mge hoards and fuel price .\·ig11s .i;/wll 1101 exceed 

0.2 (two tenth.\) jt1ot-ca11d/es owr ambient light /e,•e/s measured within 150.feet ,~{ the source. 

(I) The m1mer/11ser .\·hall retluc:e the level of hrightnes.\· if determined by the Borough Co11structio11 

O.ffidal that the light /e1•e/ exceeds the lettels specffied. 

(g) The eleuro11ic message area shall he programmed to dim and brighten automatically i11 re.\po11se to 

dumge.\· i11 ambient light. 
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(It) Prior to the issuance of" permit.for the sign, the applicant sh"// provide writte11 cert[ficatio11from the 

sign m11n11ji1cturer or i11.,·tal/er that the light intensity h11s been preset to automatically adju.\·t the 

brightne.u to the.\·e le1•els or lower. Reimpectio11 amt recalibration 11u~v be periodically required by the 

Borough in if.\· reasonable discretion, at the permillee 's expe11.\·e, to ensure that the specified brigh111e.\·s 

level.\· are maintained at all times. 

(i) The electronic.· message area shall be controlled electronical(1· by a computer or other similar device 

that ha.,·" manual override. 

(i) The digital price !,ign shall be tu med off at all times when the busine.\·s or use tit at ii.\' serves is closed. 
4. Except as expressly permitted in the paragraph f ue/i11g stations signs shall comply with the 

provisions set forth in Section 12-23.J 5 (a) and (b). 

l Signs in the Doiv11tow11 District. In addition to applicable provisions in this section, signage in the 
Downtown District shall comply with the followi11g: 

J. Intent. Signage in Downtown Bernardsville should be subordinate to the buildi11g. The 
building becomes the signage that characterizes the downtown. Signage in the Downtown 
District should also be appropriately scaled to the pedestrian instead of the automobile. The 
intent is to encourage a variety of signage types that clear~y identify businesses and other uses, 
but in a manner that enhances the streetscape a11d the pedestrian experience. 

2 Permitted Signs. In addition to the standards iu this section, the following signs and 
associated standards shall apply to sig11age in the Downtown District. Where standards 
below conflict with other standards in this Chapter, the standards for signs in the Dow11tow11 
District shall control. 

(a) Awning Sig11s 

(I) Awning signs shall be limited to the valance of the awni11g. 

(2) Awning signs shall have a maximum lteight of 1.5 ft. and a maximum area of 60% of 
the awning valance. 

(3) Awning signs shall be limited to one per storefront awning and located above gro1111d 
story windows and doors only. 

(4) Aw11i11g signs shall not be intemally illuminated. 

(b) Canopy Signs 

(1) Canopy signs shall have a maximum height of 2 ft. and <1 maximum area of 50 sq. ft. 

(2) Canopy signs may 11ot project more than I ft. from the face of the canopy. 

(3) Canopy signs shall not extend beyond tlte ends of the ca11opy. 

(4) Ca11opy signs shall be limited lo one sign per canopy and only permitted if 110 wall or 
m1111i11g sig11 exists 011 the facade. 

(5) Canopy signs may he ifllemally or externally illuminated. bttemal illumbwtion shall 
be limited to tlte letters and/or logo. 

(c) Small Ground-mo1111ted Signs Permitted in tlte Downtown Core and Claremont Districts 

(I) Small gro11nd-mou11ted signs sltall be limited to 2 sides; shall have a maximum height 
of6ft. above grade; a maximum depth of 2ft.; and a maximum area of 5 sq.ft. per side. 

(2) Small ground-mounted signs shall be limited to one sig11 per lot frontage. One additional 
grou11d-mo11nted sign is allowed in increments of I 00 ft. of additional lot frontage. 

(3) Small ground-mounted signs shall set back fl minimum of 2.5 ft. from tlte lot line 
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facing primary or secondary street and a minimum of 5 ft. from all other lot lines. 

(4) Small gro11nd-mou11ted signs sltall not be internally illuminated. 

(5) Small gro1111d-mo11nted signs may be masonry, wood, metal, or a composite material 
witlt similar properties. The signs should complement tlte architecture oftlteprincipal 
building 011 the same lot. 

(d) Large Ground-mounted Signs, except that Large Ground-mounted Signs slta/1 not be 
permitted in the Downtown-Core and Downtown Claremont subdistricts. 

(l) Large ground-mounted signs shall be limited to 2 sides; shall have a maximum height 
of6ft. above the base; a maximum depth of 2ft.; and a maximum area of 40 square ft. 
The base of a gro1111d-mo1111ted sign shall have a maximum lteigltt of 2 ft. 

(2) Large ground-mounted signs slta/1 contain no content other titan that identifying the 
occupants and property manager of the building or buildings 011 the lot 011 wlticlt the 
sign is erected. 

(3) The maximum area of the sign and its structure shall be 100 sq. ft. 

(4) Large ground-mounted signs sltall be limited to one sign per lot fro11tage. One additional 
gro1111d-mounted sign is allowed for lots I 000 ft. wide and greater. 

(5) Large ground-mounted sig11s may only be used on lots having a frontage parallel to tlte 
street of I 00 feet or more. 

(6) Large ground-mounted signs shall be set back a minimum of 5 ft. from the primary 
or secondary street lot line and a minimum of JO ft.from all ot!ter lot li11es. 

(7) large ground-mounted signs may be internally or extemally illuminated. 

(e) Projecting Signs 

(/) Projecting signs shall be limited to 2 sides, s!tall have a maximum height of 3 ft.; a 
maximum projecting width of 4 ft.; a maximum depth of 6 ill.; and a maximum area of 
4sq.ft. per side. The sign shall have a minimum of 6 incites am/ a maximum of 12 incites 
of space between facade and Jign. 

(2) Projecting signs s!tall be wood, metal, or a composite material with an appearance similar 
to wood or metal. 

(3) Projecting signs shall be limited to one sign per tenant space. 

(4) Projecting signs shall be located behveen ground SIOIJ' window and door heads and 
Jecond story windowsills. In single story buildings, projecting signs shall 1101 extend 
above roof eaves 011 a sloped roof or above tlte swface of a flat roof. 

(5) Projecting signs s/101/ not be internally illuminated. 

(/) Wal/Signs 

(/) Wall signs sltall have a maximum area of I sq.ft. per linear foot of facade. 

(2) Wall signs slta/1 not extend above roof eaves on a sloped roof or above the parapet 011 

flat roofs. 

(3) Wall signs Jha/11101 project more tlutn I ft. from the face of tlte facade. 

(4) Wall signs slta/1 not cover windows or doors. 

(5) Wall Jigns 11u~p be i11temal(v or extemal(v illuminated. Internal ill11mi11ation sltall 
be limited to tlte letters and/or logo. 
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(g) Window Signs 

(1) Window signs shall be permitted 011(y in ground floor windows. 
(2) The content of window signs in the Downtown Districts shall be limited to the name of the 

entity, the date the business was established, a logo, aud the street number of the premises. 
(3) Permanent signs shall be either etched or painted on the wiudow. 
(4) Signs may not cover more thau 20% of the area of the window. 
(5) /11 addition to the signs permitted above: restaurants may place i11 the window a current menu 

of 110 greater than two pages sized 8.5 inches by 14 incites; and movie theaters may place 
standard sized movie posters. 

Note: Illustrations for the application of the regulations set fort/, herein are illustrated in Attachmel11 3 
entitled: ''Bernardsville Zoning District Guidebook." 
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Attachment 3 

Examples of Awning Signs Examples of Canopy Signs 

Examples of Smal I Ground-mounted Signs Examples of Large Ground-mounted Signs 

Examples of Projecting Signs Examples of Wall Mounted Signs 
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Introduction- Oct 13. 2020 

1st Publicat1011· Oct 16. 2020 

Notice to County, AdJoining Towns. PB: Oct 15. 2020 

Final Reading and AJopt1on. Oct 26. 2020 

2nd Puhl1cat1on Oct 29. 2020 

ATTEST 

~-rko~ 61.c...J"'ic.......__p -

Anthony Suriano Borough Clerk 

COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF 

M~Rrn~ 
Mayor 
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