
BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 
Mayor & Borough Council Meeting Agenda 
December 26, 2023 – 2:00 p.m. (Zoom Only) 

Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/8372004581 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

Mayor Mary Jane Canose
Council Member Jay Ambelang
Council Member Diane Greenfield
Council Member Jena McCredie
Council Member Chad McQueen
Council Member Al Ribeiro
Council Member Christine Zamarra

2. STATEMENT OF PRESIDING OFFICER

Notice of this meeting was provided to the Bernardsville News and Courier News, filed
with the Municipal Clerk and posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board on December 15,
2022 and supplemented on November 30, 2023 to change the start time to 2:00pm and
indicate the meeting is remote only via Zoom.

3A.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3B. MAYOR’S WELCOME 

Welcome to the December 26, 2023 meeting of the Bernardsville Borough Council.  This 
meeting is being conducted on Zoom only and it is being broadcast live on YouTube.  
Members of the public attending remotely on Zoom will be given the opportunity to 
comment at the appropriate time during the meeting in accordance with the following 
guidelines: 

 Members of the public will be allowed to speak during the “Open Session(s)” on the
agenda.

 Comments will be limited to three minutes per speaker, which will be monitored and
enforced by the Borough Clerk

 Comments containing offensive, profane or indecent language or language constituting
hate speech, will not be permitted.

 Remote participants will be muted unless they are unmuted by the Clerk, and remote
participants will not be able to unmute themselves.  The Clerk will mute remote speakers
at the expiration of their three minutes of allotted time, or if they make any inappropriate
or offensive comments.
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 All speakers shall state their names and addresses before making their comments.
 Speakers on Zoom shall activate their cameras so that they can be seen by members of

the governing body and other members of the audience.

4. PRESENTATIONS - None

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

October 10, 2023, October 23, 2023, and November 13, 2023

Motion:
Second:
Voice Vote:

6. OPEN SESSION (FOR ITEMS NOT LISTED FOR A PUBLIC HEARING)
Spoken comments will be limited to three minutes per speaker.

7. ORDINANCES (Public Hearing)
Spoken comments will be limited to three minutes per speaker.

Mayor to open the public hearing on Ordinance #2023-1988, CONCERNING SEWER
CONNECTION FEES AND SEWER USER RATES AND ALLOCATION AND
AMENDING CHAPTER XVI OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “SEWER
REGULATIONS”

Mayor to close public hearing

I move to pass Ordinance #2023-1988 on final reading and adopt as published.

Second:
Roll call vote:

ORDINANCES (Introduction) - None 

8. RESOLUTIONS

#23-257 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 
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#23-258 

#23-259 

#23-260 

AUTHORIZATION OF SEWER REFUND 

AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF PENDING LITIGATION 

AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS 

I move that Resolutions #23-257 to #23-260 be adopted:  

Second: 
Roll call vote: 

9. REPORTS

9A.  Mayor’s Update

9B. Administrator’s Report 

• ACCEPTING DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORTS

Animal Control (November)
Court (November)
Facilities/Public Works (November)
Police (November)

Motion:
Second:
Voice Vote:

9C. Municipal Attorney 

9D. Council Public Safety Committee 

9E. Council Finance Committee 

9F. Council Organization Development and Personnel Committee 

9G. Council Engineering, Technology & Public Works Committee 

9H. Land Use Committee   

9I. Other committee/commission reports 

9I1.  Council Liaison Reports 
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10.   ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 

10A. Somerset Hills Lacrosse Club Temporary Signs (display for more than two week 
period) 

  
10B.  Correspondence 
 
10C.  Unfinished Business 
 
10D. New Business 
   

 
 

11.  OPEN SESSION (FOR ITEMS NOT LISTED FOR A PUBLIC HEARING) 
See instructions in #6 first open session 
 
 
 

12.    CLOSED SESSION 
 

Council Member ____________ moves, to adjourn to an executive session to consider:  
 

Contract Negotiations, Property Acquisition  
and Collective Bargaining (Public Works and PBA) 

 
(Collective Bargaining, Contract negotiations, Personnel Matters, Pending or Anticipated Litigation, 
Property Acquisition, Attorney/Client Privilege), and that the time when and circumstances under 
which the matter can be disclosed to the public is when it (they) are finally resolved.   

 
Seconded:  

 Vote: 
 
 
13.  REOPEN AND ADJOURNMENT                                                                            
            



ORDINANCE #2023-1988 
CONCERNING SEWER CONNECTION FEES AND SEWER USER RATES 

AND ALLOCATION AND AMENDING CHAPTER XVI 
OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “SEWER REGULATIONS” 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, in the County of Somerset, New 
Jersey that section 16-1 entitled “Rates, Fees and Charges for Use of Sewerage System” in Chapter XVI 
of the Borough Code entitled “Sewer Regulations” is hereby amended as follows: 
 
Section 1. Subsection 16-1.4 entitled “User Charge” is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
  16-1.4 User Charge.  The following user fees are hereby established for annual use of the 

Sewerage System commencing January 1, 2024: 
  

 a.   A minimum annual user fee shall be charged for each residential and nonresidential 
connection in the amount of $345.00 

 
 b.   Included within each user fee shall be a facility fee of $345.00 for each connection plus a 

water use component of $520.00 for each service unit or additional part thereof 
prorated.  

  
  In all other respects, subsection 16-1.4 shall remain unchanged. 
 
Section 2. Subsection 16-1.3 entitled “Connection Fees” is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
  16-1.3 Connection Fees.  The following connection fees are hereby established for any direct 

or indirect connection to the Sewerage System commencing January 1, 2024: 
 
  a.   The connection fee for residential and nonresidential use shall be $7,300.00 
  for each service unit. 
 
  In all other respects, subsection 16-1.3 shall remain unchanged. 
 
Section 3. Any or all other ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with any of the terms 

hereof are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in conflict or inconsistent. 
 
Section 4. In case any article, section or provision of this ordinance shall be held invalid in any court of 

competent jurisdiction, the same shall not affect any other article, section or provision of this 
ordinance except insofar as the article, section or provision so declared invalid shall be 
inseparable from the remainder or any portion thereof. 

 
Section 5. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon final passage and publication as 

required by law. 
Attest:        
__________________________   ________________________________ 
Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk  Mary Jane Canose, Mayor 
 
Introduced:   
Published:  
Adopted: 
Published:         sewerfee.ord 
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BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE, NJ 
 

RESOLUTION #23-258 
AUTHORIZATION OF SEWER REFUND 

 
 
WHEREAS, the following sewer overpayment exists due to a duplicate payment and/or an incorrect figure 
paid for the following parcel(s); and 
 

 
WHEREAS, the tax collector is recommending a refund be issued. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville, NJ that the 
Tax Collector is hereby authorized to refund the aforementioned tax overpayment(s) 
 
 
I, Anthony Suriano, Acting Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and 
exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Borough Council at a duly convened meeting held on December 26, 
2023 
 
          ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Block & Lot & 
Account Number 

Installment Amount Reason for Refund Issue Refund To 

46/7 
325-0 

 

2023/2 
 

$643.27 
 
 

New Owner 
Adjustment 

Vincent & Diane Notte 
29 Old Fort Road 
Bernardsville, NJ  07924 
 



BOROUGH OF BERNARDSVILLE 
RESOLUTION #23-259   

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SETTLEMENT OF PENDING LITIGATION 

WHEREAS, Aaron T. Duff, a resident of Bernardsville filed a request pursuant to the 

Open Public Records Act (“OPRA”) and the common law for copies of records including emails 

and minutes of executive session meetings at which the Palmer redevelopment was discussed; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Clerk’s initial search for the requested records resulted in 

more than 10,000 pages of emails that had to be reviewed and redacted where appropriate; and 

WHEREAS, copies of the requested records were provided to Aaron Duff with 

redactions in accordance with the provisions of OPRA; and 

WHEREAS, Aaron Duff objected to the redactions and retained an attorney who filed a 

complaint on his behalf in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division, Somerset County at 

Docket No SOM-L-001022-23 seeking unredacted copies of the records, as well as 

reimbursement of his attorney’s fees; and 

WHEREAS, the requested records were released to Mr. Duff after AR at Bernardsville 

Urban Renewal LLC was designated as the redeveloper of the Palmer Property and a 

redevelopment agreement was executed; and 

WHEREAS, OPRA is a fee-shifting statute in that it provides that even partially 

prevailing requestors shall be entitled to reasonable attorney’s fees; and 

WHEREAS, the requestor’s attorney’s fees to date total $7,058.37, before he writes a 

reply brief and participates in the court hearing; and 

WHEREAS, the requestor has agreed to settle the case for payment of $4,000 toward his 

attorney’s fees; and 



WHEREAS, the governing body has determined that it is in the best interest of the 

Borough to settle the case;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of 

Bernardsville, in the County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that it does hereby authorize the 

settlement of the case described in the preamble upon execution of a settlement agreement 

acceptable to the Borough Attorney and further authorizes the payment of $4,000 toward 

requestor’s attorney’s fee.   

I, Anthony Suriano, Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville, hereby certify the foregoing 

to be a true and exact copy of a resolution adopted by the Governing Body at a duly convened 

meeting held Tuesday, December 26, 2023. 

Anthony Suriano, Clerk 



RESOLUTION #23-
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF FUNDS

WHEREAS, it has been determined that the following appropriations will be in need of additional 
funding prior to December 31, 2023 and NJSA 40A:4-58 and 59 permits the transfer of funds 
from those line items where an excess exists to those appropriations that are expected to be 
insufficient,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 
Bernardsville, County of Somerset, that the following budget transfers be made effective 
December 26, 2023:

CURRENT FUND:
Account Number Account Name S&W/OE  FROM  TO 

10-C00-0195-0100 POLICE S&W  $        
5,600.00 

 XXXXXX 

10-C00-0115-0200 TAX ASSESSOR OE  $           
500.00 

 XXXXXX 

10-C00-0115-0100 TAX ASSESSOR S&W  XXXXXX  $           
500.00 

10-C00-0120-0100 TAX COLLECTOR S&W  XXXXXX  $           
300.00 

10-C00-0150-0100 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT S&W  XXXXXX  $           
200.00 

10-C00-0112-0100 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY S&W  XXXXXX  $            
100.00 

10-C00-0340-0200 SOCIAL SECURITY OE  XXXXXX  $       
5,000.00 

 $         
6,100.00 

 $         
6,100.00 

I, Anthony Suriano, Borough Clerk of the Borough of Bernardsville in the County of Somerset in 
the State of New Jersey, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a correct and true copy of a 
resolution adopted by the Borough Council of the Borough of Bernardsville in the County of 
Somerset in the State of New Jersey on December 26, 2023.

___________________________
Anthony Suriano

Borough Clerk
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